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Burton’s work respected, 2 pathologlsts say

BY DOUG THOMPSON
Democrat Benton Bureau

BENTON - Dr. Joseph Bur-
ton’s professional abilities
must be respected, said two
Georgia pathologists who were
contacted in the Arkansas
Sheriffs Association’s back-
ground check of Burton.

he association checked
i:nto Burton’s credentials after
Burton, medical examiner of
metropolitan Atlanta, agreed
to conduet second autopsies on
Larry Kevin Ives, 17, and Don
George Henry, 16.

The Bryant High School
seniors were hit by a train
Aug. 23, 1987, in Saline County.
Dr, Fahmy Malak, the Arkan-
sas medical examiner, ruled
the deaths accidental shortly
afterward and the Saline
County sheriff's office said no
foul play was involved.

The boys’ parents later
called for a grand jury investi-
gation. The grand jury, which
meets again Nov. 18, has ruled
the deaths homicide.

The association checked
into Burton’s background be-
fore its May 16 announcement
supporting Malak. Forty-three
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of the state’s 75 sheriffs
thought Malak was doing an
excellent job, according to a
survey released by the associa-
tion at the time.

Cary Gaines, director of the
Arkansas Sheriffs Association,
said Saline County Sheriff
James Steed Jr. did not re-
fuest the background check

Steed also said he had not re-
quested it.

“I'm not that dumb,” Steed
said Wednesday.

Gaines gave the Arkansgs

Democrat the names of fou
people the association ha
contacted for opinions of Bur
ton’s work. Two were reache:
for comment.

“Joe's good. He’s dogmati
at times, but you can’t den
that he’s good,” Dr. James E
Hurst, Georgia’s chief medica
examiner, said Thursday. .

Dr. Kenneth Alanzo, a for
mer Georgia medical exam
iner, was more reserved.

“Dr. Burton is medical ex
aminer for the counties sur
rounding Atlanta, and the law
enforcement agencies anc
courts there seem very happ;
to have him,” he said Thurs
day. He then declined furthe:
comment.

When informed Thursday o
Hurst’'s and Alanzo’s com
ments, Gaines said the twe
were “‘considerably more cau
tious than they were when the;
responded to us.’

Gaines produced a copy o
an Oct. 21 letter by La;ry B
Howard, a retired director of
the Georgia Division of Foren:
sic Sciences. The letter alsc

See BURTON, Page 10E
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By Phoebe Wall
 GAZETTE STAFF

- The Arkansas Sheriffs Associa-
tion has attacked the credentials
E of a medical specialist who said
~ the deaths of two Saline County
{ youths involved foul play.
- The director of the group, Cary
- Gaines, said Thursday he hasn't
. been impressed with Dr. Joseph
- Burton's resume and references.
“When we looked at Dr. Burton's
credentials, they were not what
they should’ve been,” Gaines said.
Burton has been the center of
- attention in a much-publicized in-
vestigation in Saline County,
- where Kevin Ives, 17, and Don
. Henry, 16, died last year. His find-
. ings in the case have been at odds
- with those of Dr. Fahmy Malak,
- the state medical examiner.
Gaines said his organization
- went looking for background on
. Burton because it has come to the
~ defense of Malak.
~ In the Saline County case, Malak
=3 said the two boys went to sleep on
 railroad tracks after smoking a
~ large amount of marijuana. Burton
~ was called into the case after a
grand jury was called to investi-
gate the case after the youths'
families and a deputy prosecuting
attorney doubted Malak's find-
ings. Burton has decided the boys
‘were killed by someone before the
train hit them.

Group defends Malak

Burton, Gaines said,
board certified.”
"I spoke with doctors, law en-
- forcement officers, medxcal exam-
~ iners and an attorney and found

that Dr. Burton's [eredibility]
- wasn't as positive as we were led
- to believe. The sheriffs association
has confidence in Dr. Malak. He is
board certified.”
- Among the responses obtained
by the sheriffs association is one
_-'ﬂiat contends Burton ‘“‘heavily fa-
- vors” the position expressed by
clients.
he letter was written by Dr.
: Hnward ret.:red dlmctur 0f

*‘is not even

 Sheriffs association
. attacks credentials
- of medical specialist

He testified in investigation of deaths

handling of one case several years
ago.

According to the most recent in-
formation available from the
American Medical Association in
Chicago, both doctors have similar
qualifications.

Malak was educated at Alexan-
dria University in the United Arab
Republic and is licensed to practice
in three states and is board certi-
fied in pathology. Burton studied
at Emory University, is licensed to
practice in Georgia and is not
board certified.

Burton defends himself

Burton de-emphasized the im-
portance cf certification,

|
“Do you think if I passed a test in | |
1940 that I'd be qualified today?” |

he said Thursday from Atlanta.
“The test is that I'm respected and
looked up to. I received scholar-
ships in college and medical

school. If no one knew my creden- |

tials, what I was capable of, maybe
I would need it certification.

Burton said besides being voted
a fellow at the American Academy
of Forensic Sciences in 1977, he
did pass the forensic pathelogy
part of the certification exam, but
chose not to finish the anatomieal
pathology part because of a per-
sonal problem.

Certification not needed

Board certification isn’t a big
issue, according to Byron Dawson,
the deputy director of the Geargm
Bureau of Investigation in charge
of forensic seiences,

“There are good forensic pathol-
ogists that are not board certi-
fied,” Dawson said. “But if other
pathologists are going to challenge
him, I'd think Burton would want
to be.”

He paused.

“Dr. Burton is for hire, What's
wrong is being for hire for the sole
purpose of muddying the water.
He's widely known in the defense
community as an expert witness

for hire — he'll testify against

whoever they have on the other
side. My gquarrel is that he has no

ailegzaneetaanybe&yuxmptimn»

cases where they've

cism of other medical eﬁﬂﬂ_;ﬁm
work is not personal. Burton “is
just convinced in his own mind
that he's the only guy who knows
the truth,” Dawson said.

Burton said he has been invelved
in cases in 30 states and in three
countries, testifying for both the
prosecution and defense.

“T've testified over 3,000
but I don’t advertise. It's by mmi
of mouth,” Burton said. “I charge
much less than most people. I've
spent over 100 hours on the Ar-
kansas case and I've only billed
Arkansas for the initial exam and
two trips.”

He insists the negative accusa-
tions on his reputation are dmy
politics in Georgia.

“All this information is coming
from people who have nothing but
jeakmsy." Burton smd “Peu'ple in

lans aad we're reviewmg
made errors.”
‘Burton said he never has and

doesn’t now mncize Malak’s ex-

amination, but “unless you can
logically explain the unusual cir-

cumstances of the boys’ deaths,

- could and would never be
accidental.”
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JPs

Continued from page 1

than just casually interested in
the Saline County sheriff’s race,
being an outspoken supporter of
the challenger.”

The final paragraph states:
“It was never, at any time,
necessary for the Quorum Court
to become involved in this con-
troversy. The situation (Webb's
comments) was, from the begin-
ning, manipulated to bring
embarrassment to Sheriff
Steed.”

Webb, who saw the document
written by Robinson, defended
his position today.

“As those justices of the peace
know, I have never brought par-
tisan politics into the Quorum
Court,” he said. “I have never
made a decision whether some-
one should serve on a board or
cominission because they are a
Democrat or a Republican. I
have always based it on their
integrity and ability to serve.”

Webb referred to an incident
involving one of the JPs who
signed the statement in protest
of his comments. “Specifically, I
am referring to Mrs. Robinson
when in the past she refused to
vole for Calvin Brown on the
hospital board because he was a
Republican.”

Webb added, “Foremost, par-
tisan politics were not involved
because it was a unaninimous
vate of the Quorum Court,
which is hard to dispute. In fact,
Mrs. Reed, who sponsored the
ordinance (that would have
taken money for the grand jury
from the county general fund),
after my statement regarding
the sheriff's statement that he
would not be the ‘sugar-daddy’
for the grand jury and that he
‘dido’t care’ to Mrs. Ives, told me
she would not have sponsored

4,

the ordinance, In fact, she voted
against her own ordinance.”

Webb was referring to two
incidents in using quotes from
the sheriff. When Steed was
asked about taking money for
the grand jury from the drug
enforcement fund, he told a
reporter he did not intend to
become a “sugar-daddy” for the
grand jury.

The “didn’t care” statement
refers to an incident that
occurred in the sheriff’s offce
several months ago. In the pre-
sence of a reporter, Steed
responded to a complaint from
Linda Ives, mother of one of the
victims, by saying, “Lady, I don’t
care” after Ives complained
about the victims’ clothing being
submitted to the state Crime
Laboratory. The victims' fami-
lies had registered complaints
about the medical examiner’s
office’s handling of the autopsy
and subsequent tests.

In making that comment, the
sheriff apparently was saying he
did not care that Ives did not
like the fact that the clothing
had been sent to the Crime Lab.
Steed was not saying that he did
not care about what had hap-
pened to Ives’ son.

The funding for the grand
jury was the topic of an ordi-
nance that was rejected at a
recent Quorum Court meeting.
At that meeting, justices of the
peace unanimously defeated the
ordinance that would have
offered additional funding from
the county general fund to the
grand jury.

“I have never attempted to
speak on behalf of the entire
quorum court and don’t believe
my statements were of that

nature,” Webb said today. “We -

did vote unanimously after I
made my plea to the court based
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on the sheriff's statements and
atittudes to grand jury and to
the Ives family.

“After my statement, mem-
bers of the court asked me if I
would have the ordinance pre-
pared to reappropriate funds
from the sheriff's office budget
to the jury and I agreed that I
would,” Webb said.

JP Gerald Brewer, who chairs
the Quorum Court’'s Budget
Committee, did not sign the
statement drafted by Robinson
and also signed by Rowland and
Reed. However, Brewer said
today he had never discussed
the possibility of taking money
from the sheriff's salary to pay
for the grand jury probe.

Brewer said that action could
not have occurred without the
full approval of the Quorum
Court.

The plan to take the money
from the drug enforcement fund
was initially brought up by
County Judge Parker Johnston
in a discussion with Circuit
Judge John Cole.

After meeting Friday after-
noon with Carl Allen, grand jury
foreman, and Special Deputy
Prosecutor Dan Harmon, Steed
agreed to give the grand jury
$8,000 from his office’s drug
enforcement fund, which pre-
sently contains approximately
$16,000.

County investigators had ini-
tially said the deaths of Don
Henry, 16, and Kevin Ives, 17,
did not result from foul play and
the state medical examiner later
issued an accidental death
ruling.

The boys were struck by a
Union Pacific train at 4:25 a.m.
Aug. 23, 1987, as they lay on a
track near the Shobe Road
crossing.
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Courier photo by Phillip Felton

Election time

If the fate of the presidential election was left to Bryant Junior High School students, Vice-
president George Bush would be our next president with nearly 85 percent of the vote. in 2 mock
election Monday, 91 percent of the school’s students registered, and 90 percent of the registered

“students voted, according to 9th-grade civics teacher Judy Pennington. if the stucdents show any
indications of how their parents will vote, Tommy Robinson will keep his job, Sheriff James Steed
will lose his, and the library millage will fail. Shown signing in to vote Is, lef, Laura Halpine.
Acting as deputy clerks are, from right, Lajuana Grady and Eric Cloud. In the background are
Stephani Winkler at the voting machine and Jason lves.
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Bryant

By LYNDA HOLLENBECK
_ Courier Staff Writer
BRYANT — If Bryant High
ol students have their way,
President George Bush will
: ed president Tuesday.
The high school participated
in a mock election Wednesday
as part of a nationwide program.
“The State Department of
Education encouraged high
schools to participa %bm this so
that they could get statewide
¢ and national results,” said Lynn
Cole, chairman of the Social
Sutdies Department at the
The election was sponsored by
the school’s Social Studies
Depaxtmant Social Studies Club
and Advanced Government
Class.
Cole said the students “parti-
 cipated very well and we had a
large number to help g '*ballots

Bryant atu&em,s overwh
ingly elected Republican rge
Bush as president. In that race,
a total of 923 votes was cast.
Bush received 771, which is 83.5
percent; Democrat Michael

- Dukakis garnered 139 votes, or
15 percent. Other candidates on
the ballot included: David Duke,
representing the Chrlstmn
Populists Party, who received 8
votes, which is 1 percent; Earl
F. Dodee candidate for the Pro-
hibitionists Party, 1 vote, or 0.1
percent; Ron Paul, cnndldate for
the Libertarian Party, 3 wvotes,
or 0.3 percent; and Lenora B.
Fulani, candidate for the New
:Alhance Party, 1 vote, or 0.1

“In the race for 2nd District
Congressrnan 929 votes were
- cast.. Democrat Tommy Robin-
son, who currently holds the

Se. ALECTION, page 2

Election

ligh School students pick Bush

‘THE BENTON COURIER, Thursday Evening, November 3, 1988

Continued from page 1

seat, received 688 votes, or 74
percent and Warren Carpenter
the Republican challenger,
received 241 votes, or 26

nt.

In the race for Saline County
sheriff, students cast a total of
923 votes. James Steed, the
Democrat, who presently holds
that office, received 336 votes,
which is 36.4 percent; and Larry
Davis, the Republican candi-
date, received 587 votes, or 63.5
percent.

A total of 842 votes were cast
on the library millage issue.
Students voted 481, or 57.1 per-
cent, to 361, or 42.8 percent, to
approve the millage.

Several aldermanic races
were on the ballot.

In the race for Ward 3, Posi-
tion, 1, 850 votes were cast. Ter-
ri Dill received 152 votes, or
17.8 percent; Judy K. Hogue
received 497 votes, or 58.4 per-
cent; and Georgia Babbitt
received 201 votes, or 23.6 per-
cent.

In Ward 2, Position 1, 840
votes were cast. Raymond E.
Evans received 285 votes, or
33.9 percent; and George Sed-
berry received 555 votes, or 66.1

percent.

In Ward 1, Position 2, 813
votes were cast. Joe R. Gillespie
received 177 votes, or 22 per-
cent; George “Butch” Scaife
received 165 votes, or 20.2 per-
cent; Jimmilee Grant Lott
received 169 votes, or 20.7 per-
cent; Mickey Booher received
106 votes, or 13 percent; Dr.
Daniel A. Lieblong received 74
votes, or 9.1 percent; and Virgi-
nia Mauldin received 122 votes
or 15 percent.

Amendment 1 (Commission
for Judicial Discipline, Suspen-
sion, Removal and Disability
Retlrement) passed, with 607
voting for it and 299 voting
against it. The vote total was
906, showmg 66.9 percent favor-
ing passing and 33.1 percent
against passage.

Amendment 2 (Jurisdiction of
Matters Relating to Juveniles
and Bastardy Amendment) also
passed. Of the 866 votes cast,
632 favored passage and 234
were against it. That would be
72.9 percent for the amendment
and 27 percent against it.

Amendment 3 (An Amend-
ment to Prevent Abortion Fund-
ing and to Restrict Abortion)
passed, with 53.2 percent sup-
porting it and 46.7 against it.

Out of a total of 932 votes, 496
were for the amendrnent and
436 were against it.

Amendment 4 (An Amend-
ment to Repeal the Personal
Property Tax on Household
Goods: To Require a Vote of 60
Percent of the Legislature or
Approval by Popular Referen-
dum to Levy or Amend Any Tax:
and to Authorize a Consoclida-
tion of Procedures for Motor
Vehicle Registration) was also
approved, with 563 voting for it
and 375 voting against it. Out of
the total of 938 votes, 60 percent
fayored passage and 40 percent
were against passage.

Out of a total of 895 votes
cast in the referred question
from Act 686 (known as the Ark-
ansas Waste Disposal and Pollu-
tion Abatement Facilities Fia-
nancing Act of 1987), 634 voted
for the measure and 258 were
against it. That represents 70.8
percent for it and 29 1 percent
against it.

Act 1 (The Standards of Con-
duct and Disclosure Act for Lob-
byists and State Officials) was
approved. Of the 872 votes cast,
618 were for passage, with 254
against it. That represents 70.8
percent favoring passage to 29.1
percent against passage.
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By LYNDA HOLLENBECK

Courier Staff Writer

As election day draws closer,
‘the campaign for Saline County
sheriff is becommg tre area’s
hottessrace.

On Thursday, bath candidates
received endorsements they
believe are significant to thexr
- campaigns,

Congressman Tommy Robin-
son has endoeged Sheriff James
“Steed in the raoe and the Chauf-
feyrs, Teamsters and :Helpers
Union, Local 878 of Little"Jack,
gave its endorsement to Larry
Davis, the Republican
“t:hﬁﬁl!nger

inson’s endorsement of
Steed followed a political stir
that occurred this week between
the two parties. The issue con-
cerned a Benton Courier
quarter-page ad that had been
purchased by Larry Davis, the
Republican candidate for sheriff.

In the ad, Davis welcomed
Rebinson to Saline County. The
congressman was scheduled to
speak at a road/parking lot dedi-
cation at Saline Memorial
Hospital.

Davis said he purchased the
ad because he has always sup-
ported Robinson and will con-
tinue to do so. He said the Repu-
blican Party does not require its
candidates to take a loyalty oath
to support all of the party’s
candidates.

The Democratic Party does
require such an oath.
~ SBteed said he is pleased to
receive Robinson’s endorsement.
“T like it. I'm glad he did it.
Tommy and I are friends,
anyway.”

The sheriff added that “with
Tommy, you don’t know what
he's gonna do or say.”

Steed said he had talked to
Robinson’s campaign aide, Ed
Frye, and was told that the con-
gressman would be endorsing
him in the race.

“He’s been sheriff (of Pulaski
County) and we've worked

gether,” Steed said.
~ Lilburn “Lib” Carlisle, chair-
man of the state Democratic

party. indicated today that
Robinson endorsed Steed
because the two are old friends
who had worked closely together
as sheriffs of adjacent counties.

“1 think it’s a typical move,”
Carlisle said of the Davis-
Robinson advertisement, “The
Republicans are always using
Franklin Roosevelt and Harry
Truman as examples, trying fo
tie on to their coattails ... Now
they're doing the same thing on
a loeal level. You'll notice there’s
no mention of ‘Republican’ in
that ad.”

Doyle Webb, who is serving as

chairman of the eommittee

working to elect Davis, said tiie
Teamsters endorsement came
about “because they're inter-
ested in good, honest govern-
ment in Saline County. They're
interested in good government,
no matter where it is.”

Some of the Teamsters mem-
bers live in Saline County and
in other counties in the state, he
said.

Webb noted that the union
has endorsed Robinson in the
race for Congress and Vice Pres-
ident George Bush for president
and also endorsed Webb two
years ago when he was a candi-
date for Justice of the Peace.

“Predominantly, the Team-
sters support Democrats, but
they’re not tied to any particular
party. Teamsters support indivi-
duals,” Webb said.

The Teamsters donated
$1,500 to Davis’ campaign,
Webb said. That is the largest
individual contribution to the
campaign and the only one that
has not come from local sources,
according to Webb, The: money
will be used to purchase addi-
tional newspaper and radio
advertisements, he said.

Webb said the state Republi-
can Party has not made any
donation to Davis’ campaign.
“We have asked and have not
received. They don’t have funds.
This has strictly been a local

_camp.”

Webb estimated that “approx-
imately $6,000-$7,000” has been

‘Sheriff’s race gets even hotter

Tommy Robinson . —\

spent on Davis’ campaign, with
most falling into the $25 and
$10 category. “That’s the best
kind,” he added.

Steed said he has not spent
much on his campaign, but did
not specify an amount. “I've nev-
er spent a lot of money to run
for sheriff.”

Steed is seeking his fifth term
as sheriff. He was elected in
November 1978 and took office
in Janaury 1979,

David said today he is “not a
politician. I'm a law enforcement
officer.”

Davis denied that he has used
the deaths of two Bryant teen-
agers as a “political football,” an
accusation levied by Steed.

Davis was referring to the
Aug. 23, 1987, deaths of Don
Henry, 16, and Kevin Ives, 17.
The sheriff’s office investigation
of the boys’ deaths has become
an apparent issue in the
campaign.

“I think there needs to be a
change in the sheriff's office,”
Davis said. “I'm not running for
sheriff on one issue. I have three
sons and a wife ... I think Saline
County needs strong, tough law
enforcement on drug dealers,
drug offenders and burglaries
that happen in Saline County.”
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Teens’ deaths cast shadow over|

sheriff’s race

Jemocrat

BENTON - The outcome of
he Saline County sheriff's
ace could hinge on whether
‘oters believe the Democratic
neumbent, James Steed Jr.,
‘rred in investigating the 1987
icaths of two Bryant High
‘chool seniors.

Steed said Friday that his

3Y DOUG THOMPSON
Benton Bureau

tepublican challenger, Larry

Javis, ‘a political newcomer
nd a former deputy sheriff,
nd Davis' supporters were
trying to make a one-issue
ampaign out of something
hat never should have been a
olitical issue.” ]
. But Davis said the deaths
e a symptom of Steed’s
Erall__ failure to control the
nty's drug problem. Davis
intends that the deaths could
e drug-related. |
~“I am not running on that
issue,” he said. “I hav
iree sons to raise in Salin
ounty. I want strong, tough
enforcement.”
Steed and Davis also face
rite-in candidate Lewis
ggs, a former Pulaski County
pputy whom Steed has de-
ated before. Biggs could not
+ reached for comment Fri-

1

Two years ago, Steed beat a
Republican opponent with 89
percent of the vote in tradi-
tionally Democratic Saline
County. But as Tuesday’s elee-
tion approaches, Steed has
publiely backed away from his
initial positions in the Ives-
Henry case. :

Larry Kevin lIves, 17, and
Don George Henry. 16, were
struck by a train near Alexan-
der about 4:25 a.m. Aug. 23,
1987. Steed never went to the
scene of what was believed to
be a train accident. His depu-
ties — including Davis -
searched the area. They failed
to find a gold chain necklace
and the foot of one of the boys,
later discovered by family
members. [ /L

Within two days of finding
the boys’ bodies, the sheriff’s
office announced it had ruled
out foul play. Dr. Fahmy

Malak, the state medical exam-
iner, declared the deaths acei-
dental soon after.

The boys’ parents de-
manded a grand jury investiga-
tion. They got one. On Sept. 9,
the grand jury ruled that the

deaths were homicides. On
Oct. 11, Davis was publicly en-
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dorsed by Linda Ives, mother
of Larry Ives.

A connection between the
deaths and drug trafficking in
Saline County has not been
proven, but the grand jury’s in-
vestigation has looked into
drug trade. Drug charges have
been filed against four people
not connected with the deaths
of the boys.

“There’s one good thing to
come out of this year's elee-
tion,” Steed said. “From the
president’s race on down, ev-
ervbody is talking about war
on drugs. And people in Saline
County have realized that we
are not immune. I won’t say
we've lost the drug war, but
we're not winning it. With the
case of the two boys on everv-
body's mind, hopefully there
will be public support when
we want to do something, and
to do anything will take more
money.”

Steed said his office investi-
gated the Ives-Henry case thor-
oughly but could find no leads.

“We couldn’t prove anybody
guilty, but we proved a lot of
people innocent, and some-
times that's the best you can
do,” Steed said. “The family,
understandably, does feel that
is enough. Sometimes, the pub-
lic doesn’t like it, and you
don’t like it. But it is the best
vou can do. ) !

“] think that when peo.ple
look over the 10 years I've
served in this office and weigh

. that against this incident, T

think they will come down on
my side even if they think I
made a mistake on this,” Steed
said.

So is Steed personally con-
vinced the boys were mur-

dered? il
“I'm econvinced there  is

the case should continue to he
investigated as a homicide,”
Steed said. | t

. enough evidence to show tha‘i SR

Davis said that the Ives-

Henry case is just the latest’

and clearest example of why |

Saline County voters are dis-
satisfied with Steed.

“They want a change in the
sheriff's office. I hope they be-
lieve that I'm the man to make
that change,” he said. “I'm not
a politician. I'm a law enforce-
ment officer. I want to tell peo-

L]

ple if they report a crime, I'll

hold up my end as sheriff.”

If elected, Davis says he will
investigate all drug-related
cases and open substations in
parts of the county bordering
Pulaski County, where the
drug trade is heaviest. '

Davis said he believes he

will get strong support in unin-
corporated areas of the county.

“I feel like I'll get half of the
votes in the city. The city is not. .

as affected because they are
served by the Police Depart-
ment, but I think they will
think of their friends and .

neighbors in the county and .

support me,”

_James Stee;l
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Teens’ deaths shadow sheriff race

By Byron McCauley
GAZETTE STAFF

Three men are vying for the position of
Saline County sheriff in a race that ap-
pears to have boiled down to a sparring
match between two candidates.

The candidates are incumbent Sheriff
James Steed, a Democrat; Larry Davis, a
Republican; and write-in candidate Lewis
Biggs.

Steed, 43, of Benton, has been sheriff
since 1979 and is seeking a sixth term.

Davis, 31, of Benton operates the Burger
Place restaurant in Benton. He was a
county sheriff’s deputy from 1984-87 and
is a 1985 graduate of the Arkansas Law
Enforcement Academy. He is married and
has three children.

Biggs, 53, of Alexander is a patrol ser-
geant for the Cammack Village Police
department. He ran for county sheriff in
the 1988 primary election and lost his bid
for sheriff in the 1986 election.

Steed and Davis have been at odds
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throughout the campaign. Davis has criti-
cized Steed about drug enforcement activ-
ities, and about Steed’s investigation of
the deaths of two Saline County youths
who were run over by a train last year. A
grand jury is investigating the deaths.
Linda Ives, ‘the mother of one of the
youths, has endorsed Davis.

Steed has accused Davis of using the
grand jury as a ‘*political football.” He has
called Davis' political tactics a “bit of
grandstanding” that is “totally unprofes-
sional and dangerous.”

JAMES STEED

Steed recently testified voluntarily be-
fore the Saline County Grand Jury. He
then criticized Dr. Fahmy Malak, the state
medical examiner who said that Don
Henry and Kevin Ives were in a drug-in-

duced sleep when struck by the train.

LARRY DAVIS

LEWIS BIGGS

Out-of-state pathologists who conducted
additional tests said the boys were mur-
dered. Steed previously had supported
Malak.

All other Saline County countywide ;fur-
sitions are uncontested.
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AROUND THE STATE
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An assortment of interesting
races dot local ballots across the
State.

They range from races for sher-
iff in Saline and Sebastian Coun-
ties to an annexation fight at
Jonesboro, There's a competitive
mayor’s race at Pine Bluff, too.

At Fort Smith they are voting on
something that would actually af-
fect two states,

The city is seeking a second
penny sales tax Nov. 8 to finance
the construction of a reservoir on
Lee Creek in southern Crawford
County.

The proposed 634-acre lake
would supply 10 million gallons of
water a day to Fort Smith, Van
Buren and surrounding areas of
western Arkansas and eastern
Oklahoma. Two city lakes in
northern Crawford County now
produce about 21 million gallons
of water a day.

Strib Boynton, city administra-
tor, said the sales tax would gen-
erate about $9.25 million a year,
About half of that would be paid
by people living outside the city.

The money would go to pay off
the $37.5 million in general obliga-
tion bonds needed to finance the
construction of the dam, the treat-
ment plant and installation of
transmission lines. The tax would
remain in effect four to five years,
or until the principal and interest
are paid, ~ '}nton said.

1

1

Without the tax, he said, the city
would be forced to pay for the
project through longer-term water
revenue bonds, which would cost
the city about $67.5 million over a
20-year period. Boynton said the
cost would be borne through in-
creases in water rates ranging
from 85 percent for residential
users to 200 percent for some
high-volume users, including
many of the city’s main employ-
ers,

Even with the additional tax,
water rates are expected to be
adjusted upward by 6 to 7 percent
for residential users and 30 per-
cent for high-volume customers.

Fort Smith residents approved a
1-cent sales tax in September 1985
to pay for streets, bridges and
related drainage. ;

The same area of the state is

" seeing a competitive sheriff's

race.

For the first time in 16 years,
the name of Sebastian County
Sheriff Bill Cauthron — the lon-
gest serving law enforcement offi-
cial in the county’s history — will
not. appear on the November bal-
lot.

Cauthron retired earlier this
year to accept an appointment as
head of the state Crime Labora-
tory. And, as a result, this year's
race has drawn more attention
than recent ones. it :

“I've heard that it's Boing to be

one of the hottest races going,”
Republican candidate Paul Ri-
valdo said.

“I don’t think there’s any doubt
about it," added Democrat Gary
Grimes., “This is probably the
most important race in Sebastian
County in years.”

‘Grimes and Rivaldo each have
extensive law enforcement train-
ing and experience and both ex-
pect the race in Arkansas’s third-
largest county to go to the wire,

Grimes, 40, lives in Rye Hill. He
was born in St. Louis and has
worked as a deputy sheriff in
Sebastian County and Jefferson
County, Mo., served as a police-
man in a St. Louis suburb, as a
criminal investigator with the
Burlington and Northern Railroad
and is now a director of adminis-
tration for the Arkansas and Mis-
souri Railroad. He has attended
law enforcement schools in Ar-
kansas, Oklahoma and Missouri.

Rivaldo is 54 and lives in Bar-
ling, where he is chief of police. He
was born in Chicago and moved to
Arkansas in 1961 after being dis-
charged from the Army at Fort
Chatfee. Rivaldo worked his way
up through the ranks of the Fort
Smith Police Department to be-
come a major in charge of the
detective division. He has at-

tended Arkansas and FBI training

schools, .- ¥al by
Grime ‘}id he believes he has

Local ballots feature livel

the upper hand in the election
because of his experience in the
sheriff’s department and because
he has been “factual and honest”
throughout the campaign,

Rivaldo said an important con-
sideration in the race is his cur-
rent position as Barling police
chief, )

He also mentioned his endorse-
ment by the Arkansas Chiefs of
Police, saying, “I can get help —
on a first-name basis — from
these chiefs across the state.”

If elected, Grimes said, he would
work to expand protection in the
outlying areas of the county and
would start drug awareness pro-
grams in the schools and
churches,

Youths’ deaths at issue

The sheriff’s race in Saline
County is interesting beécause one
of the campaign issues has been
Sheriff James Steed's perfor-
mance in the investigation of the
mysterious deaths of two Saline
County youths.

A grand jury is investigating the
deaths of Kevin Ives and Don
Henry, who were run over by a
train in August 1987. The state
medical examiner declared the
deaths were accidental, but other
pathologists have said they were
murdered,

Steed is opposed in the general
election by Larry Davis, a Repub-

lican who has been endorsed by
Linda Ives, the mother of Kevin
Ives. Bhe said politics in the sher-
iff’s office interfered with the in-
vestigation of her son's death.
Steed has denied that. He volun-
teered to appear before the jury
and was recently critical of the
state medical examiner's handling
of the case.

In the Pine Bluff mayor's race,
Mayor Carolyn Robinson said her
Republican opponent, W.F. "Bill"
Bettwy, isn't after the job of
mayor, :

“He’s after Carolyn Robinson,”
she said. !

Robinson, a Democrat, said Bet-
twy's efforts to change the city’s
present form of government to a
city manager system are aimed
directly at her style of running the
city.

Bettwy disagreed, saying he
wants to keep the present system
of government — one with a
mayor and city council — but
wants to hire a city manager.

“Iwant to do something to intro-
duce some professionalism that is
not there at the present,” he said.

Bettwy, 70, a retired American
Airlines pilot and real estate in-
vestor, was a member of the Vi-
enna, Va., City Council from
1958—1960. That city hired
someone to run its government
and Bettwy wants to do the same
in Pin uff.

yraces

Bettwy's proposed system dis-
turbs the Hl-year-old Robinson,
who is in pursuit of her second
term as mayor.

“Actually my opponent can't
quarrel with the progress that
Pine Bluff has made in the past
four years,”

At Jonesboro, the most heated
race isn't over an elected office.
It's a proposed annexation that
would add 7,500 people to the
city’s population of 31,000 and
would almost triple the land area
covered by the city.

It would also gain about 3,300
customers for the city's electric
utility. Those 3,300 customers are
now served by the Craighead Elec-
tric Cooperative and the coopera-
tive doesn't want to lose them.
The cooperative has gained allies
from other cooperatives in the
state and nation and they are wag-
ing an expensive campaign to de-
feat the annexation. There have
been estimates the opponents will
spend more than $100,000 on the
campaign.

Proponents of the annexation
contend Jonesboro needs the an-
nexation to manage its growth and
to extend its tax base to take in
people who use city services on a
regular basis.

Arkansas Gazette reporters Rod-
ney Bowers, B-~n McCouley and
John Rice cont.  led to this article.
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