Steed’s decision questioned |

Editor, :

I am a Saline County resident and I'm very
opposed to Sheriff Steed’s decision to be so con-
trary toward the murder investigation of Don
Henry and Kevin Ives.

It has now been proven beyond doubt that a
genuine homicide has happened. In Sheriff
Steed’s statement saying that it is only Dr.
Malak’s opinion against Dr. Burton’s opinion
and that both are experts, Mr. Steed must have
forgotten that Dr. Burton had another top-rated
expert, Dr. Anderson, working alongside him in
determining his discovery. '

Almost all the other experts in the U.S. vastly
disagree with Dr. Malak’s bizarre autopsy
analysis and the only ones who didn’t weren’t
asked. Almost the entire town of Benton dis-
agrees with Dr. Malak on the basis of common
sense. So if Sheriff Steed still believes Dr.
Malak is possibly, even the least little bit right,
then I sure have my doubts about him.

In my letter, 'm referring to the deaths of
Don Henry and Kevin Ives as a murder and he

can call it an accident, or suicide or whatever :

when he speaks of it. _

To get on with my case about the murder, I
question Sheriff Steed’s statement about the
money belonging to 53,000 people and he isn’t
sure if we all want our money spent on such
matters. Now if two young schoolboys from our
town have been taken into the woods and
beaten, tortured and no telling what else before
being hideously destroyed, then why would we
not want to insure that the killer or killers are
tracked down and caught to make sure that
such a horrible thing does not happen again?

This murder is just as important, or perhaps
even more, than anything Sheriff Steed may
have had that money planned or reserved for.
And this murder investigation is certainly going
to nail a bunch of drug dealers for Sheriff Steed
to catch. _ ;

So why is Sheriff Steed being so contrary tow-
ard this murder investigation? It has many peo-
ple wondering if the sheriffs department may
have something to do with this since they are
reacting so odd toward it. It conjures up images
of a particular movie made in this very town, in
1972, called “White Lightning.”

In the beginning it started off with the town’s
policemen and sheriff taking two young boys
that were caught bootlegging out in a canoe
with their hands tied behind their backs. When
they all reach the middle of the lake, then the
sheriff shot holes in the canoe to cause the help-
less boys to drown.

Sheriff Steed needs to let that money flow the
right way and that is into the murder investiga-
tion that needs money anywhere it can get if. If
he doesn’t and continues to be so contrary tow-
ard the murder investigation, then 'm all for
starting a campaign to oust both Sheriff Steed
and Dr. Malak. Anyone who wishes to join my
campaign, step forward and speak up.

Gary McLehanev |
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Sheriff’s priorities skewed

Editor, . -

It appears to me that if Sheriff Steed had
done his job the night that Kevin Ives and Don
Henry were murdered, he might have saved
both the county and the boys’ families a lot of
money — not to mention mental angulsh._ ;

He must have forgotten that while he is busy
hoarding “his” drug money for other purposes,
there are murderers running loose.

I hope the good people of Saline County are
tired of the games being played at their expense
and will examine their high sheriffs athtm‘?e
and priorities come Nov. 8. My only regret is
that I do not live in Saline Count{hqnd cannot
enjoy vilege of voting against him.

s - Name withheld
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Sheriff’s race

At the general election polls three weeks from
today, voters will choose the nation’s new president
and vice president. The most discussed political con:
test in Saline County, however, is a local one — anc
the name of one of the three candidates won't ever
appear on the ballot. Lewis Biggs has qualified as ¢
write-in candidate.

Saline County Sheriff James Steed is seeking his
sixth consecutive term in office. In 1986 he walkec
away an easy winner with 82 percent of the vote in ¢
three-man contest. In the Democratic primary or
March 8 this year, he again won the nomination in :
three-man race, but this time with only a 56 percen
majority.

Biggs, who has worked for the Cammack Villag
Police Department and Pulaski County Sheriff’s Offici
and served as Alexander police chief, ran a distan
third in the 1988 Saline County Democratic primar;
with 9 percent of the vote. He later made the decisio
to run as a write-in candidate.

Steed served the county well for many years. Hi
sharp drop in popularity on Super Tuesday appeare
to be directly related to criticism of his office’s invests
‘gation into a tragedy that occurred in August 1987
Two Bryant teen-agers were struck by a Union Pacifi
train at the Shobe Road crossing near Alexander.

The initial reports were that the deaths were acci
dental, but after the teens’ parents and others raise
questions about the initial investigation and the ru
ing by the state medical examiner, a grand jury wa
convened to study the deaths. Jurors decided th
deaths were “definitely homicide.” Deputy Prosecutc
Richard Garrett and Special Prosecutor Dan Harmo
believe the deaths were drug-related.

Steed was scheduled to face Republican Bill Turpi
on Nov. 8, but after Turpin dropped out of the rac
the local Republican Party handpicked a former Salin
County deputy, Larry Davis, as its candidate.

For the first time in a decade, the office of sheri
appears to be up for grabs. Steed is obviously the mos
experienced of the three. If re-elected, he will be th
first Saline County sheriff to serve six consecutis
terms in this century.

But if Steed wins Nov. 8, we doubt the victory wi
be overwhelming as has been his custom in previot
elections.

We expect a lot of noise from all three candidates i
the next three weeks. The sheriff's race has becon
the most heated race of all and definitely the one |
watch.

JS
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'athologiss cite

foul play in case

By LYNDA HOLLENBECK

Courier Staff Writer

Out-of-state pathologists
assisting a Saline County Grand
Jury in a probe of the deaths of
two Bryant teen-agers have
ruled that foul play was defi-
nitely involved in the boys’
deaths.

On Monday the grand jury
viewed a videotaped presenta-
tion from Dr. Joe Burton of
Atlanta and Dr. William
Anderson.

Burton, chief medical examin-
er for North Metropolitan Atlan-
ta and DeKalb County, Georgia,
performed autopsies on the
exhumed bodies of the 16-year-
old Don Henry and 17-year-old
Kevin Ives and has been con-
ducting subsequent tissue and
clothing tests at the request of
the grand jury, Deputy Prosecu-
tor Richard Garrett and Special
Deputy Prosecutor Dan
Harmon.

Anderson is deputy chief med-
jcal examiner for Naples, Fla.
Previously, he worked as a med-
ical examiner in the Atlanta
area and serves as a consultant
for Burton on many “compli-
cated cases,” Burton said in the
taped statement.

Burton said two additional
tests will be done and he expects
results of those in 10-14 days.
However, those results will not
affect his or Anderson’s opinions
about the manner of death for
the boys, Burton said. He did
not specify the nature of the
tests, but said he believes they
are important to the case.

The tests will be done on the
boys’ clothing, Harmon said
today, but he would not reveal
their specific nature.

Burton said he has consulted
with forensic experts and sever-
al other pathologists in two
offices and noted that no one
looking &t the case believes the

boys could have died in any way
other than through foul play.

Burton said he and Anderson
have studied the case for “hours
on end, days on end, weeks and
months on end” and even
attempted to play the role of
“devil's advocate” in examining
the evidence. Nothing leads Bur-
ton to believe the boys died acci-
dentally, he said.

Two days after the boys died,
Saline County investigators
stated the boys’ deaths were the
result of an accident, but results
of autopsies had not been
received at that time. When
state medical examiner Fahmy
Malak issued an accidental
death ruling for Ives and Henry
in September 1987, he said the
boys had smoked approximately
20 marijuana cigarettes.

Malak contended the marijua-
na resulted in a loss of con-
sciousness that prevented either
soy from responding to the
Union Pacific freight train that
passed over them as they lay
motionless on a track near
Alexander.

In the taped statement,
Anderson disputed Malak’s rul-
ing by saying neither boy had
enough marijuana in his system
to prevent him from responding
to the train.

“I think it’s very unusual for
two people to be laying so per-
fectly still on a railroad track
unless they are under heavy
influence of heavy, narcotic-type
medication or drugs,” Anderson
said. -

“The levels that we find of the
marijuana are not sufficient to
have caused this degree of
impairment that they would not
even hear a train whistle,”
Anderson said. “There’s such a
loud ricise — even someone who
was very sleepy, very close to

See PROBE, page 2

Sfse /g 2 745/»)



da ok ) i G e il e i g L g

Sl -t dd o e 5 - T8




Arkansas Democrat
NESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1988

urder signs

clear in deaths,
examiners say

BY DOUG THOMPSON
Democrat Benton Bureau

BENTON - The signs of
murder were clearly visible
upon the bodies of Larry Kevin
Ives and Don George Henry,
two out-of-state medical exam-
iners have concluded.
~ lIves, 17, and Henry, 16, were
struck by a train on Aug. 23,
1987. Dr. Joe Burton eof Mar-
ietta, Ga., and Dr. William An-
derson of Naples, Fla., filed
their final report Monday to
the grand jury investigating
the deaths. The report
disputes every aspect of the
conclusions reached by Dr.

‘ahmy Malak, the Arkansas
state medical examiner.

~ Malak told a reporter Tues-
day he would be “happy to talk
to you” about these findings if
two things were provided — a
copy of Burton and Anderson’s
findings and written confirma-
‘tion that a gag order on the
case was lifted.

Special Deputy Prosecuting
Attorney Dan Harmon of Ben-
ton requested Tuesday that the
gag order be lifted. Circuit
Judge John Cole of Sheridan,
however, denied the request.

Cole said the order prohi-
bits nothing not already prohi-
bited by law. Grand jury pro-
ceedings are supposed to be
secret, he said.

Harmon said Monday he
would request lifting of the gag
order because, “The grand
jury feels it is being used as a
shield to hide behind.” He did
not elaborate. Benton police,
the Saline County sheriff's off-
ice and Malak have cited the
gag order when asked for com-
ments.

Malak ruled the boys’ inju-
ries were caused by the Union
Pacific freight train which
struck them about 4:25 a.m. on
Aug. 23, 1987. Anderson and
Burton said Ives was struck in
the face - apparently with a
gun butt - and Henry was

stabbed before the train ar-
rived.
Malak ruled the deaths

were accidental. Burton, chief
medical examiner for North

Metropolitan Atlanta and De-

Kalb County, Ga., said every--

one he has consulted, includ-

ing members of his own office,

feels the deaths involved foul

play.
Anderson,

cal examiner in the Atlanta

area and serves as a consult--

ant for Burton on many com-
plicated cases, Burton said.

‘The grand jury feels it is

being used as a shield to hide -

behind.

Malak ruled the boys were

in a deep sleep while under
the influence of marijuana.
Even if someone were ‘‘very
close to being unconcious,”
Anderson said, a train “would
usually at least elicit some sort
of a reflex response from at
least one of the two boys.”

“The fact that in the face of
a very loud train whistle there
was virtually no type of move-
ment, even reflex action, indi-
cates there was more involved
than just over-medication or
the small amount of marijuana
which was found.”

The original autopsy did not
produce sufficient samples to
determine when the boys were
attacked, Anderson said. But it
was certain the boys were at
least seriously injured before
the train struck, he added.

“On Larry Ives, there is defi-
nite swelling in the soft tissues
around the eve and the left
cheek area, which is very eas-
ily seen in looking at these pie-
tures,” Anderson said, refer-
ring to pictures Malak’s office
provided. Ives was struck in

‘See DEATHS, Page 38

deputy chief-'
medical examiner for Naples,
worked previously as a medi-

@ Continued from Arkansas Page
the left cheek in the injury at-
tributed to a gun butt.

This swelling, Anderson
said, indicates there was in-
jury prior to the train’s arrival.
The massive injuries from the
train would have instantly
stopped all living processes —
including swelling.

Anderson also mentioned
that Henry’s shirt was found
some distance away from his
body and that a tear on the
shirt is consistent with the
stab wound.

Malak, at an open hearing in
February, testified he sus-
pected the deaths were suicide
but ruled them accidental for
the boys’ families’ sake.

“Nothing in my investiga-
tion, nothing in the material I
have been sent or the discus-
sions I have had with people
involved in this case allows me
to even consider the possibil-
ity that we are dealing with a
suicide pact,” Burton said.

“The fact that there was in-
jury prior to the time of impact
with the train is further veri-
fied by what we found in the
(Malak’s) autopsy report, and
by actually looking at
(Malak’s) microscopic slides
ourselves,” Anderson said.
“The lungs had filled with
fluid. When we looked at this
under the microscope, we saw
there were cells infiltrating,
coming into the tissues, of the
lung as a response to an injury
process.” :

“The fact that in the face of
very loud train whistle there
was virtually no type of

 movement ... indicates there

was more involved than just
the small amount of
marijuana found.’

“People who have none of
the processes going on and
who are run over by a train or
subjected to similar, severe in-
stantaneous death-causing

_trama do not show these

changes,” Anderson said.
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Transcript of testimony

by Burton on train deaths

Here is a transcript of the
videotaped testimony pre-
sented Monday to the Saline
County grand jury investigat-
ing the August 1987 deaths of
two youths:

Hello, | am Dr. Joseph Burton. | am speak-
ing fo you today from the tri-county medical
examiner's office in metropolitan Atlanta,
Georgia. It's Thursday, October 13, 1988.

As you know, members of the grand jury,
mprosecutors Richard Garrett and Dan

rmon, | have been working on the case
concerning the deaths of Don Henry and
(Larry) Kevin lves since April of this year. This
i jation, which | have been involved in,
has involved exhumation of the bodies, re-au-
m:t the bodies, evaluation of all of the

nee which police investi tors, the grand
jury and special prosecutors have su ied to
me concerning the deaths of these two boys.

As | have indicated fo you eviously, |
have had other pathologists working on this
case with me as well as a total of seven speci-
gy_; trained medicaliegal forensic investiga-

1 have mentioned to you previously a Dr.
William Anderson who has been quite inter-
ested in this case and has been working very

% with me on it. Dr. Anderson is here with
- He i presently the deputy chief medical
examiner in Naples, Florida. He has been a
medical examiner in the Atlanta area for years
previous to this, and he has been a consultant
with my office and consuitant for many of our
complicated cases. Dr. Anderson is going fo
give you his opinions and thoughts about this
case today also.
~ I'm going to start by telling you that at this
point there are still several things that assist-
ant utor Dan Harmon has asked us 1o
do as far as tests that we have not completed.
As | told you previously in the first video-
tape that | sent to you, | have tried not to un-
dertake any tests that would cost the state of
Arkansas any additional funds where 1 did not
know what the value of the results would be lo

| think at this time there are at least two
other items of evidence that further tests
should be done on, and I'm going ta have that
done. Hopefully, we'll have results of this
within the next 10 to 14 days.

The results of these tests will in no way
affect my opinion nor do 1 think it will affect Dr.
Anderson’s opinion about the manner of death
of Don Henry and Larry lves.

Right now, I'm going to let Dr. Bill Ander-
son speak 1o you and fell you what he has
found in his investigation in these deaths, his
review of the evidence he has seen, which is
the bulk of the information and the evidence
which has been supplied to me. This is Dr.
William Anderson.

~ ANDERSON: | have reviewed the informa-

tion available regarding the scene, position of
the bodies, as well as the autopsy, the au-
topsy report, all the microscopic slides which
were available to us and all the physical evi-
dence which has been delivered to Dr. Bur-
tor's office, which we have both reviewed.

My initial comments will be first of the ac-
tual scene of the incident. | think it is very unu-
sual for two people to be laying so perfectly
still on a railroad track unless they are under
heavy influence of heavy, narcotic-type medi-
cation or drugs.

The levels that we find of the marijuana
are not sufficient to have caused this degree
of impairment, that they would not even hear a
train whistle, that such a loud noise — even in
someone who was very sleepy, very close to
being totally unconscious — would usually at
least elicit some sort of a reflex response from
at least one of the two boys.

The fact that in the face of a very loud train
whistie there was virtually no type of move-

ment, even reflex action, indicates there was
more involved than just overmedication or the
small amount of marijuana which was found.

in review of the injuries, there were of
course a number of injuries cause by the im-
pact with the train. Unfortunately, when the au-
topsy was performed, these various wounds
were not sampled sufficiently to allow us to be
certain that there is a differénce in the age of
the wounds. Some of them certainly were
present as a result of the train impact. Our
major question is, were there other wounds on
these bodies that were present earlier.

On Larry Ives, there is definite swelling in
{he soft tissues around the eye and the left

‘cheek area, which is very easily seen in look-

ing at these pictures. The extensive wound to
the head is most likely and almost certain!
from the train. With this severe of an injury, all
life processes would stop, and therefore had
there been no previous injury we would not
see this swelling of the soft tissues.

This indicates that there was injury prior 10
the second injury. Something occurred; force
was placed upon this boy's ead area which
caused injury, but in a time frame that allowed
enough time fo pass before the injury that we
see in the train injury. :

Therefore, we can conclude that this was
not the same time frame, that one injury, the
injury that caused the swelling, definitely oc-
curred prior to the impact of the train.

in the other (Henry's) autopsy, there is a
wound in the back not previously described in
the first autopsy. which upon careful examina-
tion and some photographic enhancement, al-
lowed us to conclude that this was, in all prob-
ability, a stab wound and not related to any-
thing the train did to this boy.

The fact that there was injury dﬂmr to the

time of impact with the train is further verified
by what we found in the autopsy report, and by
a%lal!y looking at the microscopic slides our-
selves.

The lungs had filled with fluid. When we
looked at this under the microscope, we saw
there were cells infiltrating, coming into the tis-
sues, of the lung as a response to an injury
process.

This, as was the case with ihe swelling we
saw in the facial area, is an indication that for
a time period prior to the fatal injuries which
we knew were instantaneous — the train inju-
ries would have caused instantanegus death
— that there was time for bodily reactions to
take place. That means that there was a
trauma-stress situation that occured well be-
fore the impact with the train.

People who have none of the processes
going on.and who are run over by a train or
subjected to similar, severe instantaneous
death-causing trama do not show these
changes. Therefore we know there were
changes going on in the body, related to
stress and, in all probability, prior injury, that
resulted in the changes that we're seeing in
the autopsy. ) 3

The fact that the shirt that the stab-wound
victim was wearing was found not closely in @
spatial relationship 1o the body and it showed
a wound or a tear that was most consistent
with the stab wound simply adds fo our opin-
ion that this is a stab wound in this case.

BURTON: Dr. Anderson and |, as | have
said, have considered this case for hours on
end, days on end, weeks and months on end.

We have tried to play the devil's advocate,
and asked ourselves it we are trying to read
too much into this case. We have utilized, as |
said, the opinions of investigators and two
other offices with which we are associated.

There is no one who has looked at this
case that is involved with our end of the inves-
tigation who does not feel at this time that the
deaths of Larry lves and Don Henry are the
result of foul play.

To state a fittle bit clearer what Dr. Ander-
son was lalking about, abdut the injury on
Larry Kewin Ives: If you have access o the

phofographs of Larry Kevin Ives, you will see
that on his left cheek there is an injury that we
call a patterned abrasion.

1 have outlined it in red here. It has a par-
ticular geometric pattern to it. It's a little over 4
inches in length, a litlle over an inch in width.

The rifle butt to the rifle that was found
nea:thebodiesofDonHenryandLawlvesls
shaped almost exactly like this injury on the
face and the measurement of this butt plate of
this rifie is about 4 inches in length and a littie
over an inch in width.

There is no way that | or Dr. Anderson can
imagine that, at some point during the train
overrunning the bodies of these s and
overrunning the rifle, that this rifie coul have
peen thrown up into the air or the boys thrown
against the butt-plate of the rifle, leaving such
a geometric injury. There is virtually no possi-
bility of that occurring.

| do not know that this butt plate or one like
it or a rifle butt caused the injury to this boy's
face, but utilizing a little bit of common sense,

. we have a boy lying on a train frack with an

injury.

The injury matches %eomatricaiiy and in its
appearance with something that is gresem at
the scene, and other evidence as Dr. Ander-
son has spoken to you about tells us that this
m injury probably occurred before his

The injury on the back of Don Henry:
Granted that in the photographs taken by Dr.
(Fahmy) Malak (Arkansas medical examiner),
it does not necessarily appear {o be that of a
stab wound. It could be a laceration.

| had meu:hum%raph taken to a separate
laboratory in Miami, Florida, where under com-
puter enhancement it was enlarged.

The details of this injury are completely
consistent with the stab wound from some-
thing such as a large knife. As | stated to you
previously, there is wound track beneath the
skin that enters in the body approxmme%‘g
inches in depth, again consistent with |
being a penetrating in?'ury ﬁ'omsomelhir(?. [

he shirt that s found that has a definite
cut in it with blood around it that was not on
the body or associated in its immediate area
with the body when it was discovered adds to
the credibility of assuming that this is indeed a
stab wound, and not something that occurred
by the train overrunning these bodies.

In summary, it is my opinion, the of inion of
Dr. Anderson, and my office, that the deaths of
Don Henry and Larry Ives, within reaso
forensic medical probability, is the result of
foul play. They were ither incapacitated,
knocked unconscious, gossiblz even killed,
their bodies placed on the track and the train
overran their bodies. :

Nothingain my investigation, nothing in the
material | have been sent or the discussions 1
have had with people invoived in this case al-
lows me to aven consider the possibility that
we are dealing with a suicide pact, and based
on the forensic evidence | have spoken o you
about and Dr. Anderson has spoke to you
about. | do not fesl that the death of these
boys is by accident.

At this point, this is considered to be afina
report to you. | will forward on the results o
these two additional tests that | intend 1o give
to you. If in any way they add to the informa:
tion that is essential in considering the proba
ble manner of death of these two boys, then
will again forward an additional report to
and possibly meet with you either by
tape or in person.

Again it was my pleasure to be asked K
examine and look into the deaths of these twi
boys. | will be available at any time in the fu
ture to answer questions that the grand |
ﬁmice, special prosecutors or others n@
a

ve concerni medaaﬂ'\sofﬁonl-m Wy an
to carry-on, with any 'mmlﬁ%m
ismgssa:y. into their deaths. Thank you.
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Steed, foreman
of grand jury
discuss fund

By LYNDA HOLLENBECK

Courier Staff Writer

Saline County Sheriff James
Steed plans to meet today with
Carl Allen, foreman of a Saline
County grand jury investigating
the 1987 deaths of two Bryant
teen-agers.

In that meeting, the two will
discuss the grand jury’s recent
recommendation to finance the
investigation from the county
sheriff's office drug enforcement
fund.

The grand jury is probing the
deaths of Don Henry, 16, and
Kevin Ives, 17, who were struck
by a Union Pacific train at 4:25
a.m. Aug. 23 as they lay motion-
less on a railroad track near
Alexander. ;

When the grand jury first

made known its desire to pay for
?he investigation out of the sher-
iff's office drug enforcement
fund, Steed was not in favor of
the plan. However, he said then
hls' feelings were “subject to
review.”

Today the sheriff indicated
the request will probably be
honored. “I've kinda contended
all along I need to know how
much they wanted,” he said.

He does not plan to “hand
over the account’s checkbook” to

the grand jury, but said “maybe . .

we can work it out if someone
will show me exactly how much
it is they want.”

- Steed said he and Allen will
sit down and discuss the dollar

See JURY, page 2

Jury

Continued from page 1

amount and see how much they
need.”

He does not expect the grand
jury to request more than
$6,000. The fund presently has
“about $16,000,” according to
the sheriff.

“Tll see how much they need
and probably help pay their out-
standing bills,” Steed said.

He does not know when addi-
tional funds will become avail-
able to add to the fund. “I have
some other things planned and
don’t want to run short,” he
added.

The grand jury has concluded
that the boys’ deaths were the
result of foul play. That opinion
conflicts with state medical exa-
miner Fahmy Malak’s accidental
ruling in the case.

The 16-member panel made
the recommendation to fund the
investigation from the drug
enforcement fund after releasing
a videotaped statement from Dr.
Joe Burton, an Atlanta forensic
pathologist who has disagreed
with Malak’s findings. _

Steed was among a group of
individuals who viewed the pre-
sentation from Burton. After the
showing, the sheriff said he did
not see a great deal of value in
Burton’s videotape since it was
being released publicly. =

“From an investigator’s stand-
point, anything you’re going to
show to the public is not going
to have that much value,” Steed
said.

“You've got Malak’s opinion
on one hand, and you've got
Burton’s on the other hand,”
Steed said. “Both of them are

supposed to be experts.”

Burton, who is considered
“one of the country’s most dis-
tinguished medical examiners”
by the National Law Enforce-
ment Institute Inc., was instru-
mental in helping investigators
solve the Atlanta child murders.
Wayne B. Williams was con-
victed in 1982 of two of the 28

. deaths,

Burton also was a consultant
to Florida authorities during the
1978 strangulation murders of
two Florida State Universtity
sorority sisters. Theodore R.
Bundy, who was suspected of
killing several other young
women, was convicted of the two

students’ deaths after bite
marks found on one of the vic-
tims matched impressions from
Bundy’s teeth.

Burton performed autopsies
on the exhumed bodies of the
victims and has recently
obtained results from tissue
tests and tests of the victims’
clothing. He has concluded that
one was stabbed and the other
was beaten with what appears
to be the butt-of-a rifle before
they were struck by the train,

After viewing the presenta-
tion from Burton, Steed said the
deaths “could possibly be
homicide.”

Two days after the boys died,
investigators in his office said
no foul play had occurred. The
autopsy report from Malak had
not been completed at that time.

Malak has been a controver-
sial figure in recent months. His
ruling in the deaths of Ives and
Henry is only one of several
opinions that have recently
come into question.
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$8 ,000 from drug account
earmarked for grand jury

Demaocrat State Desk

BENTON - Saline County
Sheriff James Steed Jr. pro-
vided $8,000 Friday to the
grand jury investigating the
Aug. 23, 1987, murder of Larry
Kevin Ives, 17, and Don George
Henry, 16.

The money came from the
sheriff’'s drug enforcement
fund. Steed had said earlier
that he was not going to pro-
vide money from that source.
But he met Friday with jury
foreman Carl Allen of Benton
and arranged what Steed
called a ‘“‘gentleman’s agree-
ment.”

As the proposal was, firs
made, Steed said, the grand
jury wanted him to pay its ex-
penses. Steed said he refused
such an open- ended agree-
ment.

“I wasn’t about to sign a
blank check for them,” Steed

said. “I asked Mr. Allen how
much he thought they needed
to get to the end of the year. He
s:}a)ild $8,000. That was reason-
able.”

Steed, an incumbent Demo-
crat, has been criticized by ¢
ponents for withholding the
money until now. Asked if the
compromise was politically
motivated, Steed replied, “If
that was what 1 wanted to do, I
would have called a press con-
ference. I'd have had a picture
of me handing the check to Mr.
Allen and shaking his hand.”

There was no announce-
ment of the agreement. Steed’s
comments came in response to
reports that an agreement had

‘been reached. Steed said that

he gave the check out to
County Judge Parker Johnston
for payment of grand jury ex-
penses.

' By Byron McCauley

_ARKANSAS GAZETTE Saturday, October 22, 1988 .

Saline County gets money
from sheriff for grand jury

GAZETTE STAFF

BENTON — Saline County Sher-
iff James Steed gave almost half of
his drug enforcement fund Friday
to help pay a grand jury’s ex-
penses, and for the group to con-
tinue its investigation of the
deaths of two teen-agers.

Steed said he gave the jury
$8,000, about half of the

'$16,618.22 in the drug fund. Steed,

‘who had been reportedly opposed
to giving money to the jury, said
there had been a communications
mixup between him and the jury.
He said he had been waiting for a
member of the jury or attorneys
involved to specifically tell him
how much money was needed.

They never asked

*My first reaction was that they
wanted my checkbook, and I was
not in favor of that,” Steed said.
“During this whole thing nobody
has called me. The grand jury
didn't come to me and say ‘hey, we
need this much money.”’

The grand jury for eight 1 months
has been investlgating the deaths

of two Bryant youths, Kevin Ives,
17, and Don Henry, 16, who were
struck by a Union Pacific train
Aug. 23, 1987.

The state medical examiner .
ruled that the boys were in a mari-
juana-induced sleep when the
train hit them, but two out-of-state
pathologists conducted further
tests and contend that the boys
probably were murdered.

The jury has spent more than

$11,000 conducting the investiga-

tion. It depleted the Circuit Court’s
jury and witness fund. The court
had borne most of the costs.
Steed’s $8,000 check was made out
to Saline County, he said.

The amount of the check was
determined in a 30-minute meeting
Friday afternoon between Steed,
jury foreman Carl Allen, and spe-
cial prosecuting attorney Dan Har-
mon, :

When asked by a reporter, Steed,
a Democrat, said that his donation
was not a political move. He is
seeking re-election in November
against Republican candidate
Larry Davis and Davis criticized
Steed last week at a press confer-
ence.






THE BENTON COURIER, Tuesday Evening, October 25, 1988

Quorum Court sought to order grand jur
from Steed | J jury funds

~ By LYNDA HOLLENBECK

Courier Staff Writer

Saline County Sheriff Jim
Steed’s decision to provide
money from a drug enforcement
fund to a Saline County grand
jury investigating the 1987
deaths of two Bryant teen-agers
was apparently not done with-
out pressure from the county

After meeting Friday after-
noon with Carl Allen, grand jury
foreman, and Special Deputy
Prosecutor Dan Harmon, Steed
agreed to give the grand jury
$8,000 from his office’s drug
enforcement fund, which pre-
sently contains approximately
$16,000. Earlier, Steed had
stated publicly he would not
take money from the fund for
the probe and that he would not
be a “sugar-daddy” for the grand
jury. However, he said then his
decision was “subject to review.”
A Quorum Court member said
today the court planned to ask
that money be taken from the
sheriff's office budget to provide
funds for the grand jury probe of
the deaths of Kevin Ives, 17,
and Don Henry, 16.

According to JP Doyle Webb,
at a recent meeting of the Saline
County Quorum Court, justices
of the peace unanimously
rejected an ordinance that
would have offered additional
funding from the county general
fund to the grand jury.

“This was not done because
we did not believe the grand
jury was doing a good job,”
Webb said. “As a matter of fact,
we applaud their efforts and
their accomplishments.”

Webb said the action was
taken because the JPs were
offended when the sheriff ini-
tially rejected the grand jury’s
request to provide money for the
investigation from the sheriff's
office drug enforcement fund.
That request was made after the
grand jury issued a report stat-
ing the deaths were “definitely
homicide.”

County investigators had ini-
tially said the deaths did not
result from foul play and the
state medical examiner later
issued an accidental death rul-
ing. The boys were struck by a
Union Pacific train at 4:25 a.m,
Aug. 23, 1987, as they lay on a

track near the Shobe Road
crossing. Out-of-state patholo-
gists have ruled that one was
stabbed in the back and the
other had sustained a facial
beating prior to receiving the
injuries inflicted by the impact
of the train.

“We were shocked and
abhorred the fact that the sher-
iff had said that he was not
going to be the ‘sugar-daddy’ for
the grand jury,” Webb said
today.

Webb also said the court
members were offended by
Steed’s attitude toward the
parents of Kevin Ives and Don
Henry “when he told Mrs. Ives
that he didn’t care.”

Webb was referring to an inci-
dent that occurred several
months ago in the sheriff’s
office. In the presence of a repor-
ter, Steed responded to a com-
plaint from Linda Ives, mother
of Kevin Ives, by saying, “Lady,
I don’t care.” ' '

Linda Ives had complained to
Steed when she learned the
sheriff’s office had submitted the
victims’ clothing to the state
Crime Laboratory after the

parents had complained about
that office’s manner of handling
autopsy results.

“We did not feel this was the
proper way for an elected official
to handle such an important
matter,” Webb said.

“As a quorum court member, I
pled with the other members to
vote against the ordinance that
would have removed money
from the county general fund for
grand jury expenses,” Webb
said. “At our next meeting, I
planned to present an ordinance
transferring $6,000 out of the
sheriffs budget to fund the
grand jury, since if he was not
going to cooperate willingly, we
would have to intentionally take
those funds.”

Webb said after he and other
JPs had reviewed the budget for
the sheriff's office and had noted
that “he was over-budgeted on
some things, I had even con-
templated transferring the
funds (for the grand jury) from
his salary. I believe that he got
wind of this.”

Webb said he believes the
funds could have been legally
taken from the sheriff’s salary.
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Continued from page 1A

Malak told a reporter, “I am not
a politician. I have no
comment.”

Steed said he has “tried very
hard not to let the grand jury
investigation into the deaths of
two Saline County youths
become a political issue in this
election.”

Steed faces Republican candi-
date Larry Davis in the Nov. 8
general election. In an Oct. 11
news conference, Linda Ives,
mother of Kevin Ives, publicly
voiced her support for Davis and
criticized Steed. Calling herself
and her family “victims,” Ives
charged that politics had been a
“major stumbling block” in the
investigation of her son’s death
and said she was “tired of the
political games and deals that
are played and made in the
Saline County Sheriff’s Office.”

Today Steed said he has
refrained from answering ques-
tions and attacks by his oppo-
nent on several occasions
“because of the sensitive nature
of the investigation” and
because he did not want to “jeo-
pardize the successful conclu-
sion of this case.”

He criticized a Saline County
Quorum Court member, who is
active in Davis’ campaign, for
allegedly creating “a political
football by using taxpayers’
money to create a campaign
issue that didn’t exist.”

Steed was apparently refer-
ring to Justice of the Peace Doy-
le Webb for stating publicly that
Steed’s decision to release
money from a drug enforcement

fund to the grand jury was done
because of pressure from the
Quorum Court.

When the grand jury initially
announced that Steed should
provide money from the fund, he
did not favor the plan. However,
Steed met on Friday with Spe-
cial Deputy Prosecutor Dan
Harmon and Carl Allen, the
grand jury foreman, and agreed
to release $8,000 to pay for
expenses of the investigation.

The Quorum Court was plan-
ning to consider an ordinance
that would have appropriated
money for the investigation from

the sheriff's office budget, per-
haps even the sheriff's salary,
Webb said Tuesday.

In that Oct. 11 conference,
Davis predicted that a drug raid
would be forthcoming from the
sheriff's office. Steed criticized
Davis for that act because he
contends Davis knew “fully well
it would jeopardize the success-
ful completion of an investiga-
tion, months in the planning
stage, and place the lives of
police officers from Benton
Police Department, Arkansas
State Police, federal Drug Enfor-
cement Agency and the Saline
County Sheriff’s Department at
increased risk.”

He called Davis’ statement
“totally unprofessional and
dangerous.”

When the grand jury was dis-
missed today, Harmon released
copies of a letter Burton wrote
to the grand jury, Deputy Prose-
cutor Richard Garrett and
Harmon.

In that letter, dated Oct. 18,
Burton also criticized Malak for
taking “a posture in the case
which is somewhat unprofes-
sional,” However, Burton said
he feels that Malak’s “initial
autopsies were thorough and
that his initial opinions were
not unfounded.”

In the letter, Burton noted
that he had “never criticized
unfairly Dr. Malak, Dr. Malak’s
report or his office.”

Burton, assisted by consulting
pathologists, determined that
Henry had been stabbed in the
back and Ives had sustained a
facial beating prior to receiving
multiple injuries caused by the
impact of the train. Malak’s
photographs of the victims were

enhanced through a microscopic
scanning process to determine
those findings, Burton said in a
previously released videotaped
statement.

Burton noted that some inves-
tigators within Arkansas have
allegedly accused him of assist-
ing in the case for “possibly
financial or political reasons,”
which he stated emphatically
have never caused him to con-
sider or give an opinion in any
case.

Burton, who was instrumen-
tal in helping investigators solve
the Atlanta child murders and
the slaying of two sorority sis-
ters at a Florida university, said
he was “somewhat hurt” by alle-
gations that he had given of his
time and opinions for reasons
that were not completely
professional.

“I think that my conclusions
are based on solid forensic facts
and evidence, that my opinions
are not just mine but are those
of others and unless someone
can explain adequately the
questionable circumstances and
the forensic facts which I have
brought to light, by some other
logical and reasonable hypothe-
sis, then to criticize my opinions
in such a way is totally unfair
and unjust,” Burton said.

Burton said he will “take this
case with me for the rest of my
career. It will be a case, that
until all questions are answered,
will always be there in my mind.
1 have taken the case on vaca-
tion, I have taken the case to
sleep and still I have questions
which I cannot answer.”

The grand jury met for about
two hours today and scheduled
another session for Nov. 18.











