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Grand Jury in vestigating death of teens to call 2 expert:

BY DOUG THOMPSON
Democrat State Desk
And The Associated Press

BENTON - After hearing
the state medical examiner's
testimony Tuesday, a Saline
County grand jury investigat-
ing the August 1987 deaths of
two teen-age boys will attempt
today to reach two pathologi-
cal experts by telephone. 1

When the grand jury meets
at 9 a.m. today they will try, by
speaker-phone, to talk to Ar-
thur McBay and Joe Burton,
Special Prosecutor Dan Har-
mon said Tuesday.

McBay is chief toxicologist
for the North Carolina medical
examiner’s office and a noted
eéxpert on the effects of mari-
juana.

Burton is a Georgia patholo-
gist who conducted further au-
topsies on Larry Kevin Ives, 17,
and Don George Henry, 16. His
final report has not been filed.
~ The grand jury is investigat-
ing the deaths of Ives and
Henry. The two Saline County
teen-agers died Aug. 23, 1987.
They were hit by a train about
4:25 am. that day while lying

on Union Pacific tracks near
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GRAND JURY BEGINS - Bob Monroe and Danny Delamar, both Union
Pacific ejmploy_ees. wait outside the Saline County Courthouse room where
a grand jury is investigating the deaths of two youths hit by a train.

Alexander.
D;‘. Fahmy Malak, state
medical examiner, had ruled

the deaths an accident, saying
the boys were in a deep. mari-
juana-induced sleep when the

train hit.

Malak testified to the grand
jury from about 1:30 to 3:50
p.m. He said afterward that the
evidence supports his findings
and his opinion has not
changed.

“I basically told them my
findings, only in more detail,”
Malak said.

“The evidence stands by it-
self. It is the same as it was
August 24.”

But Mc¢Bay has publicly
questioned whether marijuana
can induce such a deep sleep.
His and other experts' opin-
ions about the effects of mari-
juana prompted the reopening
of the case by Richard Garrett,
deputy prosecuting attorney
for Saline County.

Members of the train crew
testified Tuesday morning.
Harmon said today’'s witnesses
would consist of law enforce-
ment officers and emergency
medical personnel called to
the scene.

Jerry Tomlin, conductor of
the Union Pacific train that hit
the boys., was the first person
to testify Tuesday.

At public investigalive hear-

ings in February conducted |
Garrett, Tomlin testified th
neither boy gave any sign
awareness of the train as it a
proached with lights on ai
horn blowing.

James Shroyer, engineer ¢
the train, was the second pe
son called before the 16-me:

‘ber jury that was impanelé

April 27 by Circuit Judge Jol
Cole of Sheridan. At the ez
lier hearings, Shroyer also te
tified that neither boy move
or appeared aware of the tra
as it approached at a speed

50 mph.

Danny Delamar, hee
brakeman on the train, w.
scheduled to testify Tuesday.

Malak's ruling in the bo;
deaths has been contested |
the teen-agers’ familie
Malak’s report said the bo
had lost consciousness fro
the effects of smoking mai
juana. At one point, he es
mated they had each smoke
20 marijuana cigarettes.

But Burton said after 1
conducted an independent a
topsy that the boys had smoke
three or four marijuana cig
rettes.
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Panel seeks to contact Burton

By LEE BROCKWAY
Courier Staff Writer

A Saline County Grand Jury
searching for answers in the
deaths of two Bryant High
School seniors today will
attempt to contact an Atlanta,
(Ga. pathologist who performed
autopsies on the bodies.

The grand jury will try to
reach Dr. Joe Burton by tele-
phone at his office in Atlanta,
according to Deputy Prosecutor
Richard Garrett. Garrett
declined to reveal what the
panel would ask Burton, but did
say it would not ask the patholo-
gist for a preliminary ruling.

Burton is still conducting
tests on tissue samples he
obtained ~during the April 5
autopgies. His ruling is not
expected for a few weeks.

The 16 jurors will also
attempt to reach Dr. Arthur J.
MecBay, chief toxicologist for the
North Carolina medical examin-
er'’s office. McBay has been
involved in marijuana studies
for more than 30 years and is
considered one the country’s
foremost experts in the study of
marijuana, according to Garrett.

MecBay said in an earlier
interview with The Benton
Courier that large quantities of
marijuana will not cause uncon-
sciousness. Garrett would not
say what the grand jury will ask
McBay.

A new “interesting” piece of
information was revealed during
today’s testimony, he said, but
added, that 1t may not have any
mgmf’ cance.”

The bodies of Larry Kevin
Ives, 17, and Don George Henry,
16, were crushed when a Union
Pacific train traveling 50mph
struck them at 4225 am. on
Aug. 23. They were lying beside
each other, their legs and heads
over the rails, their heads
straight up, eyes closed, accord-
ing to the train crew.

Authorities found their
remains scattered over a half-
mile area. Broken pieces of a

Courier photo by Lynda Hollenbeck

State Medical Examiner Fahmy Malak leaves Saline County
courthouse after his grand jury testimony Tuesday.

rifle they had carried to spot-
light deer were lying hetween
the tracks. A flashlight
remained intact. Two small
packages of marijuana were
found in the boys’ pockets.

That marijuana caused Henry
and Ives to fall into a deep sleep
that left them unable to wake
up as the train approached,
according to State Medical Exa-
miner Dr. Fahmy Malak.

For two hours Tuesday after-
noon, Malak presented the same
information he gave in the
February hearings, but in more

detail, he said.

Shortly before the jury
recessed, Malak began review-
ing the mounds of evidence in
the circuit judge’s chambers in
an effort to answer a question
for the grand jury. However,
Malak did not complete the
review before the panel
recessed. He refused to say what
question he was potparimg =
answer for the panel.

Malak, assisted by two state
Crime Laboratory employees,

See JURY, page 2
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Continued from page 1

carried written documents,
phetographs X-rays and an X-
ray viewing machme into the
courtroom. -

He refused to cornment on
Burton’s autopsies and related
tests. Another ruling will have
to “be backed up,“ he said,
adding, “I have the evidence and
our evidence stands for itself.”

When asked about Burton’s
initial statement that the boys
had not smoked only three or
four marijuana cigarettes,
Malak said, “The effect of mari-
juana was there, how much is
debatable.” :

The state medical examiner
said that does not mean his rul-
ing was incorrect. “I would refer
you to material I referred the
grand jury to,” he said. Howev-
er, Malak declined to identify
what material he had referred
to the panel.

He said the grand jury pro-
ceedings do not indicate his cre-
ditablity is being questioned. He
characterized the action as “a
search to find out what hap-
pened to these children and
these parents have a right to
know.”

'Be';iton Police Chief Rick

Elmendorf, who was the first
witness today, was asked about
a meeting held between himself,
Malak, the boy’s parents and
State Police Investigator Frank
Mitchell about an hour before
the medical examiner’s ruling
was made public.

Elmendorf said, “To the best
of my knowledge none of the
parents in the room challenged
it (the ruling) at that time.”

The panel was also interested
in Elmendorf’s role in the inves-
tigation, which was to supervise
Investigator Chuck Tallent, and
if the former chief deputy con-
ducted any interviews himself
Elmendorf said he interviewed
Henry’s sister, Gayla, and a for-
mer work associate of Ives’
Charles Dodds of Little Rock.

Cpl. Cathy Carty testified for
556 minutes about the investiga-
tion conducted by herself and
several other law enforcement

BEAPA s

officers who arrived at the scené

“firgt.

Carty testified in the hearmgi
that she did not see any unau-
thorized officials enter or lea
the scene upon her arrival. 5

During the hearing, she sai
her “mmal response then an
now” was that it was “a very
strange situation..I do not
believe that two young men
would lay down side by side an&
have an accident.”

Other officials who took tha;*
stand earlier today included
Investigator Chuck Tallent;
Bryant Police Officer Danny%’
Allen and Deputy Pat Hawkins,
Allen and Hawkins were on the:
scene before investigators and
medical personnel. Tallent con-
ducted the investigation. The:.z.
told reporters they simply retold
their version of what occurred
when they arrived at the tracks.

Additional subpoenas are:
expected to be issued Thursday.
The grand jury will recess unt:L
next week.

The pace of the proceedings i is:
slower than Garrett and special
Deputy Prosecutor Dan Harmonr
had wished.

“So far it's going slower than L
expected,” Garrett said, addmg,:
the jurors are “doing very well.” =
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Grand Jury

hears Malak
on 2 deaths

Meducal examiner stands by his fmdmg

By Byr_on_ ‘McCauley
GAZETTE STAFF

Dr. Fahmy Malak, the state med-
ical examiner, testified for about
two hours Tuesday before a Grand
Jury that is investigating the
deaths of two Bryant teen-agers.

Dr. Malak, who testified from
1:30 p.m. until about 3:30 p.m,,
said after the hearing that he “ab-
solutely” maintained his ruling
that the boys' deaths were acci-
dental. Dr. Malak said he pre-
sented ‘‘basically the same evi-
dence’’ to the panel, but with more
detail

Kevin Ives, 17, were found dead in

August 1987 after a train struck

them while they were lying on the

railroad tracks. Their families
have said the boys could have been -

slain before the train struck them."

Three crew members of the
Union Pacific train also appeared
before the Jury.

Fourteen witnesses have been
subpoenaed by the Grand Jury,
which started two days of secret |

County Courthouse.
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney |
Richard Garrett said the panel

Don George Henry, 16, and Larry

(See MALAK on Page 10A.)

‘meetings Tuesday at the Saline ;

Malak

Continued from Page 9A.

asked “‘very intelligent” ques-
tions.

Dr. Malak said he does not think
the hearings question his credibil-
ity, “'It is a matter of opinion. *** I
will go by what the evidence  have
will say. I have the original evi-
dence that stands,” he said.

His report said the boys were
unconscious from the effects of
smoking marijuana. He once esti-
mated they each had smoked 20
marijuana cigarettes,

But Dr. Joe Burton of Atlanta
said after he conducted indepen-
dent autopsies that the boys had
smoked three or four marijuana
cigarettes. Dr. Burton’s report of
his findings has not been released.

Garrett would not say whether
Dr. Burton would appear before
the Grand Jury. It depends on
“what takes place. I don't know
yet,” he said.

The hearings will resume at 8:30
a.m. today.
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Pathologist asks for rifle _
youths had before death

BY DOUG THOMPSON
Democrat Benton Bureau

BENTON - More evidence
— including a gun — is needed
before Joe Burton, an Atlanta
pathologist, can complete au-
topsies on two Saline County
teen-agers struck by a ftrain
last summer.

A Saline County grand jury
investigating the deaths of
Larry Kevin Ives, 17, and Don
George Henry, 16, tried to tele-
phone Burton on Wednesday.

Burton told Deputy Pro-
secuting Attorney Richard
Garrett that he needed addi-
tional evidence before he
could complete his report or
answer questions, Garrett said.

Burton has requested the
.22-caliber rifle the boys had
with them the night they died,
prosecutors said. Burton has
also requested a transcript of
the February prosecutor’s
hearing into the deaths.

The two boys told their par-
ents on Aug. 23, 1987, they were
going rabbit hunting. They
took the gun with them. They
were not seen again until 4:25
a.m., when they were seen
lying motionless in the path of
a Union Pacific train traveling
at 50 miles an hour. The gun
was found beside them.

Neither Garreft nor Dan
Harmon of Benton, special
deputy prosecutor, would an-
swer why Burton wanted the
gun.

Garrett and Harmon said
they are considering going to
Atlanta this weekend to hand-
deliver the evidence to Burton.

The grand jury, which is
meeting behind closed doors,
is tentatively set to meet again
at 9 a.m. Tuesday, Garrett said.
Another three to seven sub-
poenas could be issued Friday
or Monday, he said.

The jury did hear, by tele-
phone, from Arthur McBay, a
North Carolina toxicologist
and noted expert on mari-
juana. McBay ‘“expressed the
same opinion as he has ear-
lier, and was much more posi-
tive about it,” Garrett said.

McBay had said earlier that
it was unlikely that the two
boys passed out from using
marijuana.

Fahmy Malak, state medical
examiner, ruled that the boys
were killed by the train as they
lay in a deep sleep under the
influence of marijuana. Malak
testified before the grand jury
Tuesday. He said Tuesday that
his opinion has not changed.

Wednesday’s session was
spent hearing police and an
ambulance driver who were at
the scene.

Benton Police Chief Rick
Elmendorf, who was the Saline
County sheriff's office chief
deputy at the time, was the
first to testify Wednesday. El-
mendorf said the grand jury
wanted to know about the in-
vestigation and about a meet-
ing held by Malak, law en-
forcement officers including
Elmendorf and the boys’ par-
ents. | '

At that meeting, Elmendorf
said, Malak announced his rul-
ing that the deaths were acci-
dental.

“From what I can remem-
ber, no one openly challenged

the ruling at the meeting,” El-
mendorf said. “But whether
they (the parents) accepted it
then, you’ll have to ask them.”
Also testifying Wednesday
were sheriff’s Deputies Ray
Richmond, Chuck Tallent,

Cathy Carty, Pat Hawkins and
Bobby Herr; Ron Daniels, a
Shannon Hills patrol officer;
Danny Allen, a Bryant pairol
officer; and Shirley Raper, a
Saline Memorial Hospital am-
bulance driver. i
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reviewers to arrive May 24

Outside pathologists already briefed on Crime Lab

BY MAX PARKER
Democrat State Desk

Two outside pathologists
hired to conduct a review of
the state medical examiner’s
office will arrive in Little Rock
on May 24, the chairman of the
state Crime Laboratory Board
said Thursday.

Dr. J. Malcolm Moore Jr;.
board chairman, said Drs.
David Wiecking and Russell
Zumwalt already have been
provided with information
about the operation of the
state Crime Laboratory and its
forensic pathology section.

The experts also have been
sent all the recent newspaper
articles that raised questions
about some of the rulings and
-court testimony by Dr. Fahmy
Malak, the state medical exam-
iner.

“They are doing their home-
work right now,” Moore said.
“We're trying to get in the meat
of this. They’ll hopefully begin

working immediately when
they get here.”

Wiecking, chief medical ex-
aminer at the Virginia medical
examiner’s office in Rich-
mond, and Zumwalt, assistant
chief medical examiner at the
New Mexico medical exam-
iner’s office in Albuquerque,
were hired by Moore in March.

The cost for the review — up
to $20,000 — will come from the
governor’s emergency fund.

Moore said he didn't know
how long the two experts
would be in the state. The
pathologists will meet with
Moore, other board members,
the state Crime Laboratory di-
rector, and representatives
from the governor's office.

“What we don’t know is if

it’s going to take three days or
30 days,” Moore said. “We’ll
better know the scope of the
review and the time involved
‘when they get here.”

During a Legislative Com-

mittee meeting Wednesday,
Betsey Wrighf, gubernatorial
chief of staff, said the experts
were not coming to the state to
research specific cases.

Moore agreed with Ms.
Wright's assessment.

“What we’re looking for is
competency of our lab and our
forensic section,” Moore said.
“We're not bringing them here

to testify about a specific
case.”
In April, the Legislative

Committee was created to re-
view the medical examiner’s
office and laws relating to the
authority and responsibility of
the medical examiner,

_ Sen. Max Howell, committee
chairman, said Thursday that
an agenda had not yet been
set. He also said he wanted to
give “anybody who wants to
appear and testify a chance to
do so.”

Howell had said news arti-
cles about Malak - including

those about the deaths of two
Saline County youths struck by’
a train last summer and cur-
rently the focus of a Saline
County grand jury — were po-,
litical in nature,

“Dr. Malak did not cause
those children’s deaths,”.
Howell said Thursday. Iciy
concern is that he not he in-.
dicted for those deaths. I have.
an admiration with the way Dy, -
Malak has handled his office.”. .

Linda Ives, the mother of
Kevin Ives, who was one of the -
youths struck by a train, said :.
she talked to Howell on Thurs; .,
day about his statement. i

“I just think that the least
he could have done is examine
all the facts before coming out
with the comments he made
yesterday,” Mrs. Ives said. “I
don’t think our case is what’
this legislative review is all
?l?otuL It’s much bigger than -

a -"
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Grand jury meets at site of impact
¥ e ot B UP officials

show jurors
train scene

By LEE BROCKWAY
Courier Staff Writer

Armed with cameras and
notebooks, members of a Saline
County Grand Jury walked
along the railroads tracks near

- Alexander today where two
Bryant teen-agers were struck
by a train in August.

The jurors were shown the
impact site and surrounding
area by four Union Pacific
employees and a State Police
investigator. Deputy Prosecutor
Richard Garrett and special Pro-
secutor Dan Harmon did not
accompany the grand jury.

Today’s proceedings were not
publicly announced and Prose-
cutor Joe Hardin refused to con-
firm the session, but a Benton
Courier employee learned of the
meeting earlier today through

MENEES an anonymous Source. The 16
Courier photo by Lee Brockway Mmembers convened in Alexander
Y shortly before 10 a.m. and met
Impact Site for more than an hour.

Union Pacific employees pro-

The 16 members of a Saline County Grand Jury inspect the the pre-dawn hours of Aug. 23. The grand jury will reconvene

railroads tracks near Alexander today where two Bryant High at 9 a.m. Wednesday.

School seniors were struck as they were lying on the tracks in o / u e See TRAIN, page 2
25 /Y
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Train

Continued from page 1

hibited a Courier reporter and
photographer from accompany-
ing the panel on the basis that
the railroad area is private
property. Jurors were required
to sign a company release before
walking to the site.

In the pre-dawn hours of Aug.
23, a train struck 16-year-old
Don George Henry and Larry
Kevin Ives, 17, as they were

lying in identical positions on’

the - railroad tracks. The train
crew said neither boy made any
movement or appeared to be
aware of the oncoming train.

They were in a deep,

. marijuana-induced sleep when
they were struck, according to
the state medical examiner, Dr.
Fahmy Malak, However, Dr. Joe
Burton of At!ésnta, Ga., an inde-
pendent pathologist, conducted

second autopsies and issued a

preliminary ruling saying the
boys smoked only three or four
marijuana cigarettes.

Garrett and Harmon did not
attend today’s proceedings
because they were en route to
Atlanta to discuss the case with
Burton. They were to deliver
transcripts of investigative hear-
ings held in February, copies of
interviews with witnesses and
pieces of a gun found at the
scene,

The visit will also provide an
opportunity for the prosecutors
to discuss the deaths with Bur-
ton. “I think it’s important that
they talk to Dr. Burton one on
one,” Hardin said.

Burton’s report is expected
within two weeks.

The grand jury is set to recon-
vene at 9 a.m. Wednesday at the

courthouse. Only one new wit-

ness, Tommy Lee Madison of
Alexander, has been subpoenaed
to testify Wednesday, according
to Hardin. Other subpoenas are
expected to be issued Monday.

In February, Madison identi-
fied himself to The Courier as
the person who assisted a Saline
Memorial Hospital paramedic in
trying to locate an alternate
entrance to the railroad tracks
shortly after the train struck the
boys. The paramedic, Shirley
Raper, did not know the man’s
name.

Hardin said Madison is cur-
rently incarcerated at the Saline
County Detention Facility until
he appears before the grand
jury. He was transferred Mon-
day from the Pulaski County
Jail at Garrett's request, accord-
ing to Chief Deputy Ray
Richmond. :

Madison was arrested April
25 by Pulaski County deputies
on two felony warrants charging
him with theft by receiving and
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, according to a Pulaski
County sheiff’'s spokesman.

Hardin said his office issued
an arrest warrant for Madison
on April 13. He was questioned
by State Police Investigator Don
Birdsong the next day in rela-
tion to eight allegations of pos-

session of a controlled sub-
stance, cocaine. Madison was
not formally charged and no
decision has been made regard-
ing the filing of charges, accord-
ing to the prosecutor.

Hardin had no comment when
asked if the allegations were
related to the teen-agers’ death-
s, if Madison was not charged
because of a lack of evidence, or
if additional persons could be
charged in relationship to the
investigation involving Madison.

Madison had told Raper he
was the fire chief of the Alexan-
der Volunteer Fire Department
and that two men in a pickup
truck near the scene were mem-
bers of his department. Howev-
er, Garrett informed The Cour-
ter later that the fire depart-
ment had been disbanded before
the incident, but he requested
that the information not be
made public.

According to a copyrighted
story in today’s edition of the
Arkansas Democrat, Garrett
said no department existed as
far as the prosecutor’s office
could determine.

The grand jury heard testi-
mony Tuesday and Wednesday
from the train crew and law
enforcement and medical per-
sonnel who were at the scene.



SITE INVESTIGATED - Members of a Saline County
grand jury walk Friday along the tracks outside Alex-
ander where two Bryant teen-agers were killed. The
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panel spent more than an hour at the site, accompa-
nied by Union Pacific employees and an Arkansas
State Police investigator.

Grand jury visits location
where train hit 2 teen- agers

From Democrat News Services

BENTON - In an unan-
nounced session Friday morn-
ing, members of a Saline
County grand jury visited the
site near Alexander where two
youths were hit by a train last
summer.

The grand jury began meet-
ing this week to investigate the
deaths of Larry Kevin Ives, 17,
and Don George Henry, 16.
Like all grand jury sessions,
Friday's meeting was closed to
the news media.

- Prosecuting Attorney Joe
Hardin of Benton confirmed
the session took place from
about 10 to after 11 a.m.

The grand jury’s next an-
nounced session is to begin at
9 a.m. Wednesday.

The teens were hit by the
train as they were lying on the
tracks aboutf 4:25 a.m. Aug. 23,

1987. The train crew said nei-
ther youth moved or appeared
to be aware of the oncoming
train.

Dr. Fahmy Malak, state
medical examiner; ruled the
deaths accidental, saying the
boys were in a deep, mari-
juana-induced sleep at the
time.

The boys’ parents ques-
tioned Malak’s ruling and
pushed for further investiga-
tions.

Cameras and notebooks in
hand, the jurors were shown
the site and surrounding area
by four Union Pacific Railroad
employees and an Arkansas
State Police investigator.

Union Pacific employees
barred a reporter and photo-
grapher from The Benton
Courier from accompanying the
16-member panel, saying the

railroad area is private prop-
erty.

Richard Garrett and Dan
Harmon, the two deputy pro-
secutors leading the investiga-
tion, were not with the grand
jury and were unavailable for
comment later Friday. They
were in Atlanta, Ga., deliver-
ing evidence to Dr. Joe Burton,
a pathologist who conducted
second autopsies on Ives and
Henry.

They were to deliver tran-
scripts of February investiga-

- tive hearings, copies of inter-

views with witnesses and
pieces of a gun found at the
seene.

Burton's report is expected
within two weeks. He said in a
preliminary report that the
boys smoked only three or four
marijuana cigarettes.
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Pathologist’s report

possible late this week

By LEE BROCKWAY
Courier Staff Writer

- An Atlanta, Ga. pathologist may issue his report on the_ auto-
psies of two Bryant teen-agers late this week, according to
Deputy Prosecutor Richard Garrett. _ : .

Garrett said today Dr. Joe Burton informed him during a vis-
it Friday the report should be completed within eight to 10 days
as of May 6. Garrett and special prosecutor Dan Harmon drove
to Atlanta Thursday to deliver a gun found at the scene, tran-
scripts of public hearings held in February and copies of inter-
views with witnesses.

Garrett said he has not decided if the report will' be rfelease_d
to the public or restricted to members of a grand jury investi-
gating the Aug. 23 deaths. ) :

The grand jury will wait until after it receives the report to
decide if Burton will be subpoenaed to testify, according to Gar-
rett. Jurors were scheduled to talk with Burton by telephone
last week, but were unable to reach him. o

During an unannounced session Friday morning, jurors were
shown the railroad tracks where 17-year-old Larry Kevin Ives
and Don George Henry, 16, were lying when they were struck
by the Union Pacific train. !

In a preliminary report, Burton has said Henry and Ives
smoked three or four marijuana cigarettes before their deaths.
His statement directly conflicts with the state medical examin-
er’s ruling that the Ives and Henry had smoked a large amount
of marijuana and, as a result, were in a deep sleep when the
train passed over them.

The jurors found a section of material that might have been
part of a tarp covering the boys when they were hit, according
to Garrett. The train crew testified a green tarp was covering
the boys’ legs, but Saline County sheriffs deputies were unable
to find a tarp after the incident.

Garrett said he does not know what will be done with the
material until he has an opportunity to examine it. “I don’t
know what we'll do with it.”

Other sections of material located in March by a Salem man
were tested by the state Crime Laboratory, but no blood or

See TRAIN, page 2

Continued from page 1

trace evidence was discovered.

Friday’s session was held to
let jurors “fimilarize themselves
with what happened,” he said.

Additional subpoenas will be
issued today or Tuesday for wit-
nesses to testify when the grand
jury reconvenes at 9 a.m.
Wednesday.

Tommy Lee Madison of Ale-
xander has already been subpoe-
naed for Wednesday, but his tes-
timony may be delayed, accord-
ing to Garrett,

Madison identified himself in
February as the man who
assisted Saline Memorial Hospi-
tal paramedic Shirley Raper in
locating an alternate entrance to
the railroad tracks. Raper had
not known the man’s name.

Madison is being held at the
Saline County Detention Facili-
ty until he appears before the
grand jury. Garrett requested

Madison be transferred last
'\}.rqtlek from the Pulaski County
ail,

He was arrested April 25 by
Pulaski County deputies on two
felony warrants for theft by
receiving and possession of a
controlled substance, according
to authorities.

The Saline County prosecu-
tor’s office issued an arrest war-
rant for Madison on April 13 for
questioning on eight allegations
of possession of a controlled sub-
stance, cocaine. Madison was
not charged and no decision has
been made regarding the filing
of charges, Garrett said.

Authorities have refused to
comment on whether the allega-
tions are related to the boys’
deaths, if Madison was not
charged because of a lack of evi-
dence, or if additional persons
could be charged in relationship
to the investigation involving
Madison. .

Madison had identified him-
self to Raper as the fire chief of
the Alexander Volunteer Fire
Department., He told her two
men in a pickup truck near the
scene were members of his
department, He talked to the
men after Raper had left the
ambluance and walked to the
tracks. When she returned, the
pickup truck was gone.

Garrett discovered later that
Alexander does not have a fire
department. ‘
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Prosecutors eye s

By LEE BROCKWAY
Courier Staff Writer

Saline County prosecutors traveled to Oklahoma Tuesday to
obtain information about two Oklahoma men whose deaths
were similar to that of Larry Kevin Ives and Don George Henry,
both of Bryant.

Richard Garrett and Dan Harmon discussed the case with
Poteau, Okla., officials and received copies of the case file and
autopsy reports. They were accompanied by Saline County
Sheriff's Investigator Chuck Tallent and Benton Police Chief
Rick Elmendorf, who was chief deputy at the time.

Billy Don Hainline, 21, of Hodgen, Okla., and Dennis Decker,
26, of Heavener, Olka., were struck by a Kansas City Southern
Railroad train about 5:20 a.m. June 25, 1984, as they were
Iying beside each other on railroad tracks between Hodgen and
Stapp-Zoe, located approximately 50 miles from the Oklahoma-
Arkansas border.

Initially, the deaths were ruled an accident by the local cor-
oner, but were ruled undetermined later by the state medical
examiner after an autopsy was conducted. A year later, a grand
jury supported the ruling of undetermined and recommended
authorities continue their investigation. That ruling remains
today.

Hainline and Decker had apparently walked to the rural
area. The train engineer told authorities he sounded the warn-
ing whistle and applied the brakes, but was unable to stop
before striking the men.

A high level of alcohol was found in one of the men’s bodies,
but only a small amount was detected in the other body, accord-
ing to Garrett. No other drugs were found in the bodies.

One of the autopsy reports says the lack of hemorrhaging is
“suggestive of post-mortem injury.”

In July 1985, the grand jury investigated a possible connec-
tion between the deaths and marijuana and illegal drug labor-
atories in the same area.

A month after Hainline and Decker died, a methampheta-
mine lab was discovered. A few weeks later, a man’s body was
found floating in a creek about one mile from the railroad
tracks, according to authorities. However, the grand jury said
they could find no evidence to warrant further investigation
into the third man’s death.

Garrett said further study is needed to determine if there is
any connection to the 1984 deaths and those of Henry and Ives.

“Right now, I don't think so, but that’s something that had to
be checked out,” he said. “We haven’t done enough investigating
to know if there is a connection. Personally, I don’t think there
is.”

Garrett said the grand jury has been informed of the deaths
and will consider it during the proceedings.

Ives and Henry were struck by a Union Pacific train at 4:25
a.m. Aug. 23 as they were lying in identical positions on the
railroad tracks near Alexander. They did not move or appear to
be aware of the train, which was traveling at 50 mph with its
horn blowing, according to the train crew. )

State Medical Examiner Fahmy Malak ruled the deatus an
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Courier photo by Phillip Felton

As Special Prosecutor Dan Harmon enters a Saline County
courtroom this morning, Benton Fire Department Emergen-
cy Medical Technician Ron Eaton, left, waits in the hallway
before his testimony before a Grand Jury investigating the
deaths of two Bryant youths.

accident. He said Henry and Ives were in a drug-induced sleep
as a result of smoking a large amount of marijuana. However, a
Georgia pathologist has said the boys smoked only three or four
marijuana cigarettes, No alcohol was found in either bod~

)
See PROBE, page 2
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