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Prosecutor

Prosecuting - Attorney_ Bob ‘Also- eomlng apollt:cal issue,’ he- said_“1— raignment proceedlngs and- July- 19

steps

AAerlor

do

" brook is withdrawing from his role as - can’t reveal what the new in- and 20 were set aside as trial dates
prosecutor in an on-going in- vestigation is centering on, but it does for the Blacks. Ralph’s trial has -not

vestigation into financial irregula-

rities at Saline Memorial Hospital.

Alsobrook today formally requested

“Circuit Judge John Cole to disqualify

him CAlsobrook) from the in-

_vestigation and the judge granted-'

that request. ;
In making his request to the judge,
Alsobrook noted that the State Police

investigation is now ‘‘focusing on a -

different matter.” His request for dis-
qualification
that focus, he said.

. The judge is expected to appoint a

new prosecutor within the next couple

of days and Alsobrook said he antici-
patesthathisreplacementwmbea
person outside the district. : .

Alsobrock emphasized that his
- request to be disqualified from the in-
- vestigation is not being done because
_of any involvement of any hospital
- employee or hospital board member
or because of his law partner’s role

~ as attorney for the hospital.

based on the nature of

involve a potential legal conflict of in-
vt " _

- Alsobrook sald he will share the
reasons for his disqualification with

Attorney if the State Police will give -
him authority to do so. The “candi-
dates for that position are his law
partner, Dan Moudy, Joe Kelly Har-
din and Dan Harmon.

The investigation at the hospital be-
gan March 7, two days after the ad-

ministrator, E.F. Black Jr., unexpect-

edly resigned. Since that time, a
Saline County grand jury has handed
down indictments for the former ad-
ministrator; his wife, Linda Black;

- and the hospital’s former purchasing

director,-Jim Ralph.

More recently, another former hos-
pital employee, Carla Hart, who was
the director of medical records, has
also been charged with theft of prop-
erty. .

E.F. Black, Linda Black and Ralph

been scheduled and Hart is scheduled
for arraignment May 7.

E.F. Black is charged with 20-
counts of theft of property; Linda

"“thrthree*candldatwtorpmsecuthig—BlackTone*countT—Ralph, 15 counts;

and Hart, 'one count.-

Other developments related to the
investigation have included the filing
of two foreclosure suits by local fi-
nancial insitutions against the Blacks.
Those suits were filed by Union Bank
of Benton and Benton State Bank.

In Union Bank’s suit, the plaintiff
also is asking for an injunction pre- |
venting the hospital from '
any escrowed funds to E.F. Black
that have been set aside as part of a |
contract settlement. (Any monies due
Black were put into an escrow ac-
count pending the resolution of the
criminal charges he faces.)

The hospital board expects to begin |
receiving applications for a new ad-
ministrator by June 1. It will be
meeting in its regular monthly ses-
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CimxitJudgeJohnColesaid today
MMTamofDanvﬂlehadbeen
ukedhoserveasspecial prosecutor
in the case involving financial dis-

crepancies at Saline Memorial Hospi- ey
_tal, but said Tammmm cje-...__Judg& Cole-says- he- has no idea
prosecutor

ddedwhethm-totakemcjob.
wmmmm
badhqnllﬂed from the case Mon-
dﬂ.dﬂngapotmﬂdlegﬂmﬂictof
Mqutashismm

» District.Col
emum time available (o prosecute

the case would bea facta' in Tatum’s.ﬂ'

cisi bytl:e of the week.
ﬂriﬁmisunabuuwmmemle
pecutor, Cole siys he will ap-

could occur, I believe it would be bet-

ter to have someone from .outside the

district, ” Cole said. ‘“The public
needs to have confidence in whom-
‘ever is appointed,” he added.

whether the special will
“continue the case "byfurthergrand
jury or by direct action.” :

“The grand jury has the authority
to call itself back into order at any

hpmeaminthelm.m- time with or without the prosecutor’s said his request for :
¢ sald making office,” Cole said. He added that he wasbaedonﬂtenamreofthat focus._

- wouldn’t recommend that in a case as

oompllcatedastheonerelatedtothe
hospital.
‘He said the grand jury that was

”fembaneled to originally hear testi-:
Jhandeddownthreeindictmentswould

Ooleindicatedthat
theautbority appoint a special
. prosecutor from outside the district,

ge chooses prosecutor

TatmnlsnnativeoneHCmmty
and has been practicing law since
1967, mastdthathmemﬂanvﬂie
' Arkansas Tech
University at - R:mellvﬂie and the
UnivusityofAﬂ:denoiofLaw-

at Fayetteville.
said" Monday that the

Alsobrook
“4 State Police investigation into hospi-

tal financial d:screpanciwwas “fo-
cusing on a ~different . matter.”. He

The State Police investigation at
the hospital began March 7. Two days
prior to that, E.F. Black Jr., who had
been administrator of the - -facility
since 1976, unexpectedly resigned.

Since that time, Black and two oth--
er persons were indicted by the coun-

although he has Black’s wife, Linda, and tbe l-

tal’s former purchasing director,

Ralph.
attorney or he has no provision for paying some- AsStatePoliceinvestigatomcmtin-
m«n metomeinandproeecutencase ued their probe at the hospital, a

person, Carla Hart,. was also

nidsmﬂuhly'amthcen-
turxlhtlle. Tt

arrestedonachargeottheftotpm
erfy.. . r

o4
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It took a lot of courage for Bob Alsobrook
‘sion to dlsqualify himself as the prosecutor in the case in-

‘tions that resulted in indictments of
charged in the case thus far. 3 :
~ Alsobrook says he would like to keep his disqualification from
becoming a. political issue. We couldn’t agree more. o
eHé-indicated—he--cmld-_normvea]‘hls*reason‘S“'IO‘r‘""t'uﬁihg"tﬁé
case over to a special prosecutor, to be narhed by Circuit Judge
Joﬁo Cole, but said the investigation was “‘focusing on a differ-
ent_matter”’ and could “involve a Ppotential legal conflict of in-:

three of the four persons
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By LYNDA HOLLENBECK
Couner Staff erter

SahnemwlllospltalBoardhas

authorized HMP (Hospital Manage-

- ment Professionals Inc.) to conduct a

two-day, on-site review of Saline Me-

. morial at no cost to the hospital.

Two HMP representatives con-

ducted a, presentation of the. firm’s

services at a board meeting Tuesday

sent three “finalists” for the position

- of hospital administrator. The board

mﬂdthenmaketheﬁnﬂselecﬁon

- In response to questions about the’

firm’s fee, Krizelman said — more
than once — that it would not be pos-
sible to name a figure until the study
of the facility had been done. “It
would be unethical to name a fee

without first looking at the hospital,” -

he commented.

- night. Speaking to the board were the

company’s pm;dent Sheldon L. Kri-

zelman, and the vice preszdent of op-
érations, Stephen R. Mason. -~ -

HMP is a company composed of

~several ™ hospital administrators ™ that
manages non-profit hospitals, such as
Saline Memorial Hospital. The firm
operates in 11 states and has corpo-
rate offices in Nashville, Tenn., and
various regional offices in other sites.
It does not own any hospitals.

Krizelman; in speaking to the

board, emphasized that the firm only
serves as an ‘“‘agent” for the hospital.
“Actual control of the hospital is re-
tained by the board and medical
staff, he. said.

HMP has expressed an interest in

-acquiring - Saline - Memorial as a —

client. The president noted that the
services his company provides are es-

pecially designed for hospitals in rur-

al communities or those located out-
side metropolitan areas. -

. He did say, however, that fees are .
detennmed by factors other than the
number of beds of the facility.

Board member Jim Curtis pr&sent-

Management group to conduct review

ambulance service, associate admin-
istrator Melvin King told the board.
At the conclusiom of its agenda
ifems, the board went into executive
session. When it reconvened in a pub-
lic session, members unanimously ap-
proved the implementation of a call
pay schedule as outlined by Tommy
Gilbert, the acting administrator.
Employees who will be affected by
the call pay plan include-medical per-
sonnel in surgery, radiology, pharma-
cy and respiratory therapy depart-
ments and non-medical personnel in
maintenance and data processing.

ed the motion to allow the firm to - The pay scale for non-medical per-
conduct its review of the hospital. sonnel will be $15 per day Monday-
When a vote was taken, those voting Friday, -$20 per day Saturday and
for the motion were Curtis, Mary Sunday, and $25 per day on hohdays
Frances Izard, Jim Vllhnes Ray- - Medical personnel will receive $1.50
mond Thomas and Jim Porter. Cas- per hour Monday-Friday, $1.75 per
ting negative votes were Robert Hay-  hour Saturday and Sunday and $2 per
nes and J.B. Tittle. . hour on holidays.

It was noted, though, that the board  If employees are’ actually called_
will continue to explore other avenues back, they are to be paid overtime
in its search for a new administrator. for the actual hours worked in addi-

In other action Tuesday night, the tion to the stand-by pay.
board approved the purchase of defri- The policy .further stipulates that
bulators for ambulances that are to department heads are to be excluded
be used in the hospltal s new ambu- from call pay, with the exception of
lance service,” whichis—scheduledto—respiratory therapy.— T
become operational May 1. . If -additional personnel are needed
__That equipment is being purchased and called in, they are to receive $8
from Physio Control, a company with plus the overtime worked.

All employees called back would
complete a call-back log and would

headquarters in Redmond, Wash., for
a cost of $15,054.40.

—Should.the board- ultimately-vote- to—-——Seven— full-time—and-two-part-time—be—paid—overtime—for—time—worked—

hire HMP, that company would pre-

employees have been hired for the rounded to the nearest quarter hour.



Hos pital board schedules

meetlng

to hear proposal

ey Sallne Memorial Hospital Board has
~_scheduled a special meeting-for May

., ____17 to hear mmmm_ trator arrangement.

Management  Professionals: tHMP)
_present the results of a two-day re-
“view condycted last week at the local”

_hospltal e

S

-That event is tentatlvely set for 7-

~ p.m. in a meeting room at the Benton’
—*~ Holiday Inn. 'l‘he public is encouraged

to ‘attend.
- HMP also is exnected to propose

the details of a management contract
- for the board to consider. :

Dr. Jim Porter, .board chairman,

—said a special invitation has been ex-

tended to County Judge Wayne Bish-
op and to members of the quonun
court.

HMP, which has expmssed an in-
terest in acquiring- Saline Memorial

as-a client, does not own hospitals. It

serves as a mar g agent for a

- number of non-profit hospitals: local

hospital boards retain control of the

_hospitals the. firm manages.

At a recent board meeting atfended

“_'__by HMP representatives, the board,

. deelsionrauﬂmorlze&}mw
dothean'veyatthelmpim Itwas
domgtmmmmehospital o

lnadditlontoHMP the board is_

also. considering a single-admlms-
Porter said
“more than 20" applications for the

position had been received by last

_Friday and additional applications
are anticipated.

Porter said he has “impressed
“with the professionalism and inter:
est” of HMP and noted that the firm

- provides an ‘‘alternative that doés not_
change the ownership of the. hospi--

Porter said HMP received “good

cooperation - and — positive feedback

fromdq)arumheads"dmme

AWo-day review. He indicated that he

has been favorably

2Mr he sees the com-
pany’s proposal on May 17. '

Two other board members, Jim Vﬂ-
 lines and Raymond Thomas, also said
| tRéy have not reached any definite
opinions concerning HMP or y par-

ticular individual for the adminis-

trator’s. position

“I want to reserve an opinion until
later when we study all of the appli-
cations,”’ Villines said.

Thomas said he, too, is “open -mind-
xd” and has not yet formed an opin-
on in the matter.

AF

St Loviien.

5-2849



requested by Circuit Judge -
Joanoletoserveasspencialprme-
cutor for an investigation at Saline
- Memorial Hospital; was scheduled to
, ' Statg: Police in-

toProsecutin'g

taﬁalhg.al’cmﬂictofin o5
Alsobrook - said Tatum is. _

ide.

attorneyTomTatmn.who hwsinoelss? most of that time in

-epough time available to

/- 2
?(/5 /f//b [:(/z I b

-Danvillé. He is a graduate of Arkan-

"sas Tech University at Russellvillé

and the University of Arkansas
School. of Law at Fayetteville.

‘Last week, Cole said maklng

prosecute

the case would be a factor in Tatum’s

1f Tatum is unable to fulfill the role

/(/ 4 f_‘fl

“meets investigators
n prosecutor job

phcatedastheonemlatedtothehos—
pital.

- The State Police investlgation 'af-

‘Saline Memorial began March 7, two

days after the former administrator,
E.F. Black Jr., suddenly resigned.

Since that time, Black, his wife,
Linda, and Jim Ralph, the hospital’s
former purchasing director, have
been indicated’ by. the county grand
jury and are charged with theft of
property.

As the investigation continued, a

" fourth peron, Carla Hart, was also ar-

rested on a charge of theft of proper-
ty. Hartwasthehospitalsfonna'dj-

‘rector of medical records.
. Trials for EF. and Linda Black

" “have been scheduled for July 19 and

'20. Ralph’s trial date has not been set

and Hart is scheduled for arralgn—
ment next week.

|
4
i
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An attomey from- the state at—
torney general’s office will be serv-

Brosecu to 7 m_ be T

After local Prosecutmg_Attomey'
Bob * Alsobrook asked to be dis-

'memecutﬁ‘ror cases

evol\nng from "a State Police in-
"vestlgation at_Saline Memorial
~ Hospital.
- Circuit - Judge John Cole said
today that he has been told that the

vide an attorney to act as pro
—cutor i{n the trials of the_four
- -sons-who have - been arresfed
- during that investigation. Cole said
~ he has not yet been told who the

attorney general’s office will pro- '

qualified from the investigation for

what he called_a- ‘‘potential legal |

conflict of interest,” ;Cole requested

me, Tatum sald he estx-
mated the investigation would take

—attorney will be, but has been as-
sured that the office will be able to

_furnish a_prosecutor. He said he
expects to have the name of the at-
torney later today

Carla Hart, the former dxrector

~_60-9%0 days and did not feel that he
_could spend that much time away
from his district. (He serves -as
prosecuting attorney  for-the 15th
Jud1c1al Dlstnct )

‘Hart pleads not guilty

morxal. Tha,t_mxestlgatmn_hegan_

 of medical records at Saline Memo-
rial Hospital, was arraigned today
before Circmt Judge John Cole and

charge of theft of property.

Hart, 35, of Benton, is charged
with faisxfying a ‘hospital travel
_voucher for $754.°

She was arrested Apnl 10 and
was immediately released on bond.-
Her trial date has not been set..

entered a plea of not .guilty to. a

two days after the-hospital’s for-
mer administrator, E.F. Black Jr.,
: resugned unexpectedly.

Since .that time, Black his w1fe_
Linda, and Jim Ralph, the hospi-
tal’s former diréctor of purchasing,

were indicted by a Saline County

«>grand jury and have been charged

with theft of property. E.F. Black—

is charged with 20 counts; Linda
Black, one count;.and Jim Ralph

Rock is serving as Hart’s attorney.——July 19- -and 20 have been set as
— Hart's arrest came during a trial dates for .E.F. and Linda
- State Police investigation into fi- Black. A date for-Ralph’s trial has

nancial discrgpancies at Saline Me- not been scheduled.
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Hospltal management

It appears hkely at this ]uncture that a declslon on- who wﬂl--
~ manage Saline Memorial Hospital could be forthcoming before
June 1, although the board of directors announced earlier that it
would accept apphcatlons through May. ;
- If the decision comes early, it likely will mean the board has
dec1ded to engage an outside management firm rathér than a
| county-hnred administrator to handle the day-to—day operation of
the medical facility. .
—=The hospital board-has been ¢ @Eing a way to solve the prob-—
. lem created when E F. Black Jr. resigned as administrator and
__ultimately was_indicted- on—20—odd~count$0f theft*oﬁproperty m- -
__volving the ‘hospital.. 22
A State Police investigation has been ongomg since that t t:me .
and the board has been saddled ‘with so-many questions and
_problems regarding the investigation that replacing Black was
-not the highest of priorities in the beginning Now, it is
Hospital Management Professionals (HMP) has made its in-
mal pitch to the board and last week conducted a survey- at the

—cra}"meetmg of tne board at Tp m May 17. That meetmg is ten-
tatively set for the Holiday IM&mgmmand.th&pubhc is
—turged-to attend and voice any oplmons it may have regardmg
hospital management. r
’ Although no. board meeting was called to pubhcly ask ques-
~‘tions of the HMP representatives last week, each member of
~the board met individually with the HMP people.over a tu.,o-day
__period -No board member has indicated.publicly that he-or-she—
-~ favors”.a management firm. over a new administrator, but-
- sources indicate some favor. it privately.
—~—HMP—appears—to-bea-very“professmnal‘dt‘ga‘r_tlb_‘nﬂ1ter-
_ature is professionally done; the people representing HMP dur-
_ing its_initial | meeting with the board-and-subsequent-survey-ap—
peared professxonal and newspaper articles and edltorxals from .

o5 3/?4?7/
| @ .= 22oag) w777\ X

““plimentary.
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We urge the board to exercise extreme caution, howevér, re-
_gr arding a ‘‘quick-fix’’ decision to solve management problems
Saline Memorial The people of Saline County are interested
in their hospltal and want what’s best for it. The board wants
that, too.” |
_ The easy dec1510n would be for the board to award a contn.ct

has recewed which number more than 20. The weight of the re-
_sponsibility of choosing a new administrator would be tossed
;:151de also... © - - '

It is possxble that the easy decision could be the best dec1510n
But. no doors should be closed yet The board should continue
to accept applications until June 1 and should review those ap-
pTicatlons carefully and use whatever time is necessary to inter-
view qualified candldates HMP should be treated as one of
those candidates. ~

~We urge public part:clpatlon "at the May 17 meetmp, That
meetmg will be the only way the board will have to gauge pub-
lic aentlment. We urge the board to take the pubhc S vwwpomts -
‘seriously. " s

It’s their hospital _ a2 | s

DB~ s - ; . '
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"y Prosecuting attorney

- the-proscuting-attorney’s-race.
ich will be decided by voters of S
.~ Grant—andHot Spring counties.
an--Harmon.-spoke —out_against_his
pponents by stating that he is the
y candidate for prosecuting at-
mey who is seeking the office as a
I-time_position,
‘““The concept of a.part-time prose-
ter is outdated,” Harmon, a Benton
wyer and former prosecuting at-
ey, said. - S e
He“said the law enforcement.

er ‘‘$1 million
ainst crime.”’

spital 'situation will- not
January, 1985,
the only candidate who does ndt .
ve a conflict of interest to handle
hospital situation. He said he has
> “‘courage,” experience and abili-
7 Dan Moudy, a Benton lawyer and
furrently chief —deputy prosecutor.
ke  before Harmon and stressed
rience' he "has gained while
1§ as deputy prosecuting at-

for over four years and as
ef deputy for the last three years.

o working with the coun- go-
ent the quorum court

o county officlals gives

lesin the county have spent -
in tﬂ'_b_cqmb_at_:f‘

to—shield - the - innocent. - and -keep-a-
sword for those who violate the law.
Joe Kelly Hardin said his expe-
rience as a clerk to the Southern Dis-
trict of Missouri Court of Appeals, his
experience as ‘Benton city attorney
and his college and law school. back-
ground, including his appointment to
the law review, make him the prime
candidate ' for prosecutor. “I'm the
only- candidate—with—this—particular—
background;-he-said————
- Hardin, a Benton lawyer, said if
elected he would “work full-time and
overtime."” -
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Special_prosecutor not named
for hospital investigation

Circuit Judge John Cole of Sheridan said today he
sml has_not_been_informed. as_to-who-will-serve-as
special prosecutor for .an on-going investigation of
financial d:screpancnes at Salme Memonal Hospi-
tal

Cole annoum‘.'ed Monday that an attorney - from

the state attorney general’s office would be serving
as proseuctor .in cases evolving from the State Po-
lice investigation at_the hospital. :
_ Thus far, that probe has resulted in the’ arrest of
four persons, who are charged with varying counts
of theft of property. They. are E.F. Black Jr., the.
hospital’s former .administrator, who is charged
with 20 counts; .Black’s wife, Linda, one coufit: Jim
Ralph, the hospital’s former purchasing director, 15
‘counts; and Carla Hart. the hospital’'s former direc-
tor of medical records, one count. All have pleaded
not guilty to those charges.

‘Trial dates for Ralph and Hart have not been set;
“July 19 and 20 have been scheduled for trials for-

(E.F. and Linda Black.._



Meetings

on hospital

are sla ted

'I‘om Holcombe, chief of staff in the

:state attorney general’s office, plans

to meet with Attorney General Steve
Clark today and with State Police in-
vestigators Thursday to discuss an
ongoing investigation of financial dis-
gjq:melu at Saline Memorial Hospi-

attorney general’s office has'

‘)éan appointed to serve as special

prosecutor for cases related to that
investigation, but Holcome said no de-

cision has been reached as to which

-'person within the office will actually

‘serve in the role of prosecutor.

¢ “It could be me or it might be
Steve Clark; or then it could be some-
.one in our criminal investigation dis-.

,6//}423%/ [

Since that time, a grand jury has
lndicted ‘Black, his wife, Linda, and
Jim Ralph, the hospital‘s former pur-
chasing director,-on_theft of-property
charges. E.F. Black is charged with
20 counts; Linda Black, one count;
and Jim Ralph, 15 counts.

Another former hospital employee,

Varla Hart, who had been director of
medical i'ecords __has__also__been_
charged “with one count of theft of
y. That charge involves the al-

leged falsification of a hospital travel

;etﬂal dates have been set for

or Ralph, but July 19 and 20 are
scheduled for the trials of EF. and
Llnda Black

lvion " Holcombe said.

- After the meetings today and
Wethmday, Holcombe-said-the office
will determine who will be acting as

rosecutor.

Circuit Judge John Cole of Sheridan

has requested the attorney general’s -
office to provide a prosecutor for the
“hospital ~ investigation ~since Prose-
icuting . Atforney_ Bob _Alsobrook—-of-—-
:Benton disqualified himself because
‘of a “potential legal conflict of inter
%t 1 5]
: State Police investigators began
ttheir probe at the hospital March 7,
| two days after financial irregularities
: were discovered. The day that discov-
tery-came tc light, the former admin-
tistrator, E.F. Black Jr., submitted his
[ resignation to the hospital board.
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?peci_l_ prosecutors

‘named

in investigation at hospltal

‘__commg on how_tm_atmmeys_mupnb_.:rhe_State_Pol:oeﬂ.probe ‘began_

attomeys from the Arkansas

appomted o head the prosecution of
| _cases evolving from a State Police in-

la]
Mlke Wheeler and Patnma Cherry_

Eﬁmey general's office have been

ceed in the case.
Circuit Judge John Cole requested a

_special prosecutor from the attorney

thigation at Saline Memonal Hospi- _
~ Danville turned down Cole’s request

general’s office after Tom Tatum of

to serve in that position. Tatum said

March 7, two days after EF. Black
Jr. resigned as hospital adm_t_ni_s,tz__'a;or
amid rumors of'financuil n'i:s-;_
management at the facxhty NeaE

Black and his ‘wife, Lmda were'j.
subsequeptly - indicted by a Saline

Tom Holcombe, chief of staff in
attorney general’s office.
Holcombe said today he and At-

torney General Steve Clark. would’

participate in the file review with the

two attorneys. Holcombe said Monday

- afternoon was spent going over the

 information and indicated the four

 would spend all of thxs aftemoon com-
. pleting the review.

Another spokesman for the attomey
general’s office, Robert Fisher, said
it would probably a week to 10 days
before any decision would be forth-

“"an'f in” the process of reviewing the
file in the investigation, accordmg Léo
e did not have.the available time to

- serve as special prosecutor.

he anticipated the investigation would
take another 60-90 days and said he

Bob Alsobrook, prosecuting at-
torney, asked to be disqualified from
the case on:April 23, citing a ‘“‘poten-

“tial legal conflict of interest” as the
-reason for his request. )

_Cole granted the request and began

_the search for a special prosecutor.

Holcombe said there is ‘‘no way to
tell”” what “direction the case might
take at this point and offered no com-
ment on the ongoing investigation.

.

County grand jury on charges of theft
of property. Jim Ralph, former. pur-:
chasing director at the hospital, was
also indicted-on the same charges.

Alsobrook served as prosecutor
throughout the grand jury pro—
ceedings.

Another former employee at the
hospital, Carla Hart, was later
charged with one count of theft of
property.

Trials for E.F. and Linda Black
have been scheduled for July 19 and
20. Trial dates for Ralph and’ Hart
have not been set,
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fAttorney general’s appointees
ave prosecuting experience -

" The two attorneys appointed by fore joining the attorney general’s
@Attorney General Steve Clark to --gtaff about a year ago.

t head the prosecution _of cases in-._Circuit Judge John Cole” asked
Zivolving alleged financial misdeeds the attorney general's office to
fiat Saline Memorial Hospital both prosecute the case after Bob Also-
Thave “prosecuting exprience, ac- brook, prosecuting attorney for the
prding to Robert Fisher, a spokes- 7th Judicial District, asked to be
an in the attorneéy general’'s of- disqualified because of a potential
ifice. . ° e . legal conflict of interest.
. Mike Wheeler and Patricia ”Dfno‘lrﬁlereguestegto':‘ci)glmzaltg&n Jﬂf
nvgdltlo 'éleam‘fk"'e . ., dicial District, to become special

& ; ' prosecutor, but Tatum declined,
& Wheeler is a graduate of the Uni- . jting lack of time as the reason.

ersity of Arkansas at Little Rock  Tatum said it would . take 60-90
“School -of Law-and was a. deguty~-—days,'~-and he could not afford to
iprosecutor in Sebastian County ‘be- that amount of time outside

‘fore joining the attorney general’s
'staff about two years ago. et

_ The attorney general’s office is
£ Cherry was an assistant, prose- in the process of reviewing the file

utor in Atlanta, Ga., for four of the State Police investigation
iyears and spent a year as a law ‘and is not expected to have any ad-
clerk for Frank Holt; a justice on -ditional comment on the case for’

the Arkansag..SUDreme..Court..he:-....another week to 10 days.
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As Prosecutof
Dan Harmon \
Never Lost A
Criminal Case!

... Nor was any conviction ever
overturned by a higher court

POLITICAL ADV PAID FOR BY DWIGHT FITE




dome winners lost *"'

Several ‘names have been dropped from runoff and general
-elect.lon ballots following Tuesday’s primaries. A few deserve
special recognition, although they were not the top choices of
the voters. = _ _ e

Some of them will be back as winners in future elections.

Thedford Collins ran a‘professional campaign and overcame
-many-adversities;-but-managed-to-finish-only fourth-in-a- five-
‘man-race—for-the Democratic nomination to become the con-
gressman from the state’s 2nd district. A o
. Collins is the only black man to ever seek the post, but he
never ran on race

- Collins_gained the respect of people throughout the district,
but apparently the voters viewed the contest as a two-man race
between two of the most recognizable names in Arkansas. A
voter who has never heard of Paul Riviere has at least heard of
Paul Revere and everybody has at least one Tommy Robinson
story to tell, none of which are ‘very flattering to either the
state of Arkansas or Mr. Robinson. - i s
i Thedford Collins will be back to seek political office again. He
Is now better known and likely will be able to raise more mon-
i_"'ey_in_his-next_campaigh. - - . N
Locally, Rudy Westbrook has shown that a candidate with ab-
lutely no political experience, but who is friendly and per-
uasive, still has a chance to serve in public office.
Everybody who met Westbrook during his campaign for coun-
y-judge-likely-came-away- with-a- new: friend. :If - he chooses to
E&enter the political arena in the future, his chances of -victory

Wwill be much increased. - - , :
¢ He was up against stiff competition this. time out, with Del
Roberson being a longtime businessman and civic leader and
Dean Boswell having served. in political office over 20 years.
Dan Harmon finished third in his race for prosecuting at-
orney. Harmon was close to the second-place finisher in a race
4l Kept local political observers guessing on the order of fin-
sh from the beginning. ' e @ '
_Harmon served the distric! well as its prosecutor..in,

Ly <

‘We hope not. ; o
‘endell Hall carried one o° the three counties in the district
ace for chancery judge. H«!l, 63, may not consider another
ampaign-in the future. but Le is-a well-respected attorney. -
There always will be good people who appear to be the losers
-elections—F dless-of-vote-totals;-these-losers-are winners—

.

| every sense of the word. :
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of probe, nixes ‘rumors’

Dan Moudy, runoff candidate in the

race for prosecuting attorney, issued
a prepared news release today urging
the 9ttorney general to “proceed im-
mediately with the investigation of -

—  Saline Memorial Hospital” and in-

dicated his family ‘“has suffered tre-
mendously - from unfounded rumors
and slanderous.statements that have

been maliciously spread solely for po- ——c2use of 2ny involvement of any hos-

litical reasons.”

— Moudy, who is currently chief depu-

ty prosecuting attorney, finished sec-

ond in a three-man race in Tuesday’s - *

Democratic Primary and will face
Joe Kelly Hardin for the prosecutor’s
post on June 12. Moudy also is the
hospital’s attorney.

In a separate press release, Bob Al-
sobrook, the prosecuting attorney who
_has disqualified himself in the case
involving financial discrepancies at
Saline Memorial Hospital, reiterated
that his disqualification ‘has nothing
to do with Dan Moudy, my partner,

~———or-with any board member or em-
ployee of Saline Memorial Hospital.”

—-Moudy - insinuated - that political

workers for Hardin have attempted to
implicate Moudy’s association with
the hospital as the reason for Also-

_brook’s disqualification. The April 23
edition of the Benton Courier states
that Alsobrook emphasized that his.

request to be disqualified from the in-
vestigation was not being done be-

pital employee or hospital board
Imember or because of his law part-

__ner’s role as attorney for the hospital.

Hardin, responding to the Moudy
press release, said today he is ‘“‘ex-
tremely concerned about Saline Me-
morial Hospital and I have pledged

“since the beginning of the campaign-

to vigorously prosecute onyone guilty

""of any criminal act.

“It is unfortunate that rumors do

' circulate during a political cam-
_paign,”” Hardin said. ‘“‘However, 1

_ gualification.

have, and will continue, to run a posi-
tive campaign,’’ he added.

Moudy said Hardin was aware of
-the nature of the investigation that
resulted in Alsobrook’s dis-
qualification. S r

|___“Mr.-Hardin-was-made-aware-of-
| the nature of the investigation ap-
_proximately one week after the prose-

cutor disqualified: Hardin is fully’
aware that I have done nothing
wrong,”’ Moudy’s statement said.
Hardin said the only information he
received about the hospital came

_primarily from newspaper-accounts.-

He said Alsobrook mentioned to- him
in the hallway of the courthouse that
the investigation was centering on
“other people’ and that was the rea-
son for his (Alsobrook’s) dis-
qualification.. .

Dan Harmon, the third place finish-
er in the Tuesday primary, said today
he had not been made aware of the
reasons for Alsobrook’s dis-

“If they (Alsobrook and Moudy)
told Joe something, they told only Joe

~ — they.didn’t tell me,”’:Harmon said.-

The first paragraph of Alsobrook’s
prepared news release today read: -
“Some people think that I disqualified

is not _t‘rue.' Because of the nature of



the office, a prosecuting attorney -

must appear to be objective and im- In response, -Hardin said, ““I believe
partial. The investigation of  he State the investigation of the hospital has

indi ailapeople,— proceeded too slowly, in my opinion.”
not connected with the hospital, could ‘Hardin also said, ‘It concerns me
be indicted, and if so their in- that now that I have led the ticket,
dictments would be viewed by some ~suddenly the: chief deputy prosecutor
as my being vindictive. I cannot be wants something done after having
more specific.” - dragged his feet for so long."”

Moudy said he has not said any-
—~thing—regarding—the—hospital—in—
vestigation ““in order not to hinder the
Attorney General. However, some
have taken my silence to indicate
that I have something to fear. Noth- -
ing could be further from the truth.”

- Moudy also said his “business with
the hospital is, and always has been a
—matter-of-public-record.-I-have noth-—

ing to hide.” JLE

Moudy evidently was referring to
an April 6 article in the Courier that
“indicated at that time he had been
paid $17,113.38 by the hospital since
July 1, 1983, for professional fees. .

Moudy said some people he has
talked to during the campaign believ-
ed he received the money ir a single

~payment-as *hush money'' during the—
hospital investigation. Hospital re-

cords indicate the money was paid on
a monthly basis and based on the

number of hours ‘Moudy spent on hos-
pital business as its attorney.

Moudy’s press release indicated he
wanted the investigation into financial
“discrepancies at the hospital-fully-in—

vestigated.

“I have requested the attorney gen-
eral to immediately ask Judge (John)
Cole o convene a grand jury so that
the matler can be resolved,”” Moudy
said

As the Courier once editm-'ialized,-

~ the public has a ‘right to know' and I~ _ M é -/-8 ﬁ/
‘Delieve the lime is now,” Moudy con-

cluded
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- No recent . developments—have
come to light in” an ongoing in-
-vestigatlon into financial dis-

crepancles at Saline Memorial Hos-

Loca] bosp1 tal case progressmg

——————

G e e —.—_,f—,‘f"—-—

that—probe—.—At—the time—here—tor of purchasing. Black w;s

quested to be disqualified, Also-
brook gave his reason’ as ‘‘a poten-
_tial legal conflict of interest.”” He

charged with 20 counts of theft
property; Linda Black, one count;
and Ralph, 15 counts

& %, P 1y
“—TG:T‘. r101Combe;

general’s office, said, ‘‘Progress is
being made.”

Holcombe’s statement was made
to quell rumors that the attorney
| _general’s office might not prose-
cute the case after all, but Hol-
combe said a meeting is on sched-
ule next week with Prosecuting
_Attorney Bob. Alsobrook, who dis-
qualified himself in the case.

The attorhey general’s office wa_s
asked to provide a special prose-

John Cole to disqualify him from

did not elaborate on the nature of

L JlﬂeLoLstaff of the state attomey “the_conflict. i)

Mike Wheeler and Patricia
Cherry, two attorneys with the at-
torney general’s-office, were cho-
sen to head the prosecution of
cases related to_that investigation

A fourth person, Carla Hart, who

was-formerly employed-as director

of medical records at Saline Memo-
rial, was later charged with one
count of theft of property for alleg-

edly falsifying a $754 travel vou-

cher. ; i

The financial irregularities at the
hospital were revealed in early

March. On March 5, the former ad- ’

ministrator, E.F. Black Jr., resign-
ed suddenly and two days later the
~ State Police probe officially began.

Since that time, a county grand

Ralph, the hospital’s former direc-

The hospital board has been-ac-
cepting applications for the position
of administrator and a meeting is
on schedule at 6 p.m. Tuesday to
study applications from individuals

‘and proposals from at least one

hospital management firm. How-
ever, the board chairman, Dr. Jim

| cutor for the investigation-after-Al-—jury has handed-down-indictments— Porter; said_he does not anticipate |-
sobrook -~ requested — Circuit —Judge — for Black, his wife; Linda, and Jim

_a decision being made at that ses-
sion.




admlnlstratorjpphcants

By LYNDArHOhtENBECK--- o

Courier Staff-Writer —

sons we plan to consider, along with a
proposal to manage the hospital from

“former agent for ‘Xonics which is cur- -

“rently involved in bankruptcy litiga-~
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The Saline Memorial Hospital

_Board came a step closer to filling an
> administrator vacancy Tuesday night

by reviewing 65 applications that
have been submitted for that position
and narrowing the appllcants down to
10. ; 8

The board also revealed it will de-
cide next week whether to employ a
single administrator or hire an out-
side management firm.

Only one outside management firm,
Hospital Professionals, Inc., has been

. allowed to make a formal proposal to

the board.
The administrator position has been

open-since-March 5 when- the- former—

administrator, E.F. Black Jr., resign-
ed in the midst of the discovery of fi-
nancial irregularities at the hospital.
Black was later indicted by a county
grand jury and is charged with 20
counts of theft of property.

In an executive session that began
shortly after 6 p.m. and concluded at

Hospital Management Professionals.”

At the next meeting, which is

scheduled for 6 p.m. Thursday, June
14, the board plans to decide whether
to choose a single-administrator form
of administration or the offer from
HMP of Brentwood, Tenn., Porter
said. If the decision is made for a
single administrator, contact will be
made with the five remaining candi-
dates and interviews scheduled with
the ones who are still interested. in
applying for the post, he said.

~When the board reconvened follow-

_ing that lengthy executive session, the

first action taken was to formally ac-
cept the resignation of Associate Ad-
ministrator- Melvin- King.- King’s res-
ignation was effective June 1, at
which time Porter said he resigned
for personal reasons. King is planning
to pursue a career in hospital admin-
istration, according to Porter.

The only other action taken then
was to schedule the June 14 meeting.

ke o
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tion.

The equ1pment the hosp1tal had
purchased from Xonics is in storage
in Little Rock and can be possessed
for a remaining payment of $79,041,
Gilbert said. All but $97,000 of a total
of $507,000 has already been paid to
the company, he said.

For an additional $15,000, Medical
Imaging has offered to install the
equipment and relocate existing
equipment, thus completing the trans-
action that would have been done
through Xonics, Gilbert said.

The total cost of this plan would be
“‘roughly $94,000,”" Gilbert said. That
amounts to approximately $3,000 less

“than the original cost of the total

package he said.

“It is our understanding that the
warranty for our equipment will be
assumed by El Cent, the company
that is taking over Xonics in what Is
basically a reorganzation-lype bank:
ruptey procedure,” Gilbert yvaid

He noted that said attorneys for the
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The Saline Memorial Hospital

_Board came a step closer to filling an
. administrator vacancy Tuesday night

by reviewing 65 applications that
have been submitted for that position
and narrowmg the appllcants down to
10. o e

The board also revealed it will de-
cide next week whether to employ a
single administrator or hire an out-
side management firm.

Only one cutzide management firm,
Hospital Professionals, Inc., has been

-allowed to make a formal proposal to
the board.

The administrator position has been
open-since-March 5 when-the former
administrator, E.F. Black Jr., resign-
ed in the midst of the discovery of fi-
nancial irregularities at the hospital.
Black was later indicted by a county
grand jury and is charged with 20
counts of theft of property.

In an executive session that began
shortly after 6 p.m. and concluded at

- 9:45, the board selected the 10 top

-contenders,— Dr.— Jim - Porter; board-— board approved the recommendation

chairman, said at the close of the
meeting.

“’Eh_e;-bommpian*tcr re=—~ics  Corp_of Chicago for the: purchasm

“view the resumes of those 10 appli-
cants and each board member will
rank them from 1 to 10,”’ Porter said.
No names of appllcants were re-
vealed.

i v

When we meet again, we will nar-
row the applicants down to five per-

Hospital Management Professionals.”

At the next meeting, which is

scheduled for 6 p.m. Thursday, June
14, the board plans to decide whether
to choose a single-administrator form
of administration or the offer from
HMP of Brentwood, Tenn., Porter
said. If the decision is made for a
single administrator, contact will be
made with the five remaining candi-
dates and interviews scheduled with
the ones who are still interested. in

applying for the post, he said.

“When the board reconvened follow-

_ing that lengthy executive session, the

first action taken was to formally ac-
cept the resignation of Associate Ad-
ministrator- Melvin King.  King’s res-
ignation was effective June 1, at
which time Porter said he resigned
for personal reasons. King is planning
to pursue a career in hospital admin-
istration, according to Porter.

The only other action taken then
was to schedule the June 14 meeting.

Prior to the closed session, the

of Tommy Gilbert, acting adminis-
trator, to cancel a contract with Xon-

and installation of radiology equip-
ment to be used in the hospital’s ra-
diolgy department that is currently
under expansion. The board also ap-
proved Gilbert’s recommendation to
proceed with the project through
Medical Imaging Services Inc.; the

proposarto—n_fanag_ tﬁFﬁos ﬁl a from'

tion.

- + ] ﬁmﬁ:
The equipment the hospital had

purchased from Xonics is in storage
in Little Rock and can be possessed
for a remaining payment of $79,041,
Gilbert said. All but $97,000 of a total
of $507,000 has already been paid to

the company, he said.

For an additional $15,000, Medical
Imaging has offered to install the
equipment and relocate existing
equipment, thus completing the trans-
action that would have _been done

through Xonics, Gilbert said.

The total cost of this plan would be

“roughly $94,000,” Gilbert said. That

_amounts to approximately $3,000 less
‘than the original cost of the total

package. he said.

“It is our understanding that the
warranty for our equipment will be
assumed by El Cent, the company
that is taking over Xonics in what is
basically a reorganzation-type bank-
ruptcy procedure,” Gilbert raid.

He noted that said attorneys for the
bankrupt company, the hospital's law-
yer, Dan Moudy, and the attorneys
for Medical Imaging have said they
do_not. believe.any
develop from this procedure

Gilbert said the only alternative left
would be to file litigation against

- Xonics and he pointed out that this

could result in a prolonged delay in
:mplementmg the radmlogy expan-
“sion.

horb okt Cie bl b i




G

. Hardin and Moudy hopmg for poszt:on

Joe Kelly Hardin. will face Dan
Moudy in Tuesday’s runoff for the of-
fice of prosecuting attorney from the
7th Judicial District, which" includes
Saline, Hot Spring, and Grant coun-
ties.

Hardin ran first and Moudy ran
second in the May 29 election, with

spread solely for political reasons.”
He is the hospital’s attorney. The

‘press release made clear that Moudy

advocated a thorough investigation of
financial discrepancies at the hospi-
tal. ~ ' _
“I have requested the attorney gen-
eral to immediately ask .

“Dan Harmon finishing third.

Moudy, 34, is the current chief dep-
uty prosecuting attorney. During the
campaign, Moudy has emphasized
that his good working relationship
with the law enforcement officers in
the district, his four years’ expe-
rience as a deputy prosecutor, and
his seven years’ general law_practice
gave him the ‘experience, under-

standing, and know-how to get the job

done.”

ed and a Gacklog of cases develops
during his term in office, “my depu-

Cole to convene a grand jury so that

Bob Alsobrook, the prosecuting at-
torney who disqua}iﬁed himself in the
case involving financial discrepancies
at Saline Memorial Hospital, reite-

rated that his disqualification ‘‘has—

nothing to do with-Dan Moudy, my

partner, or with any board member

or employee of Saline Memorial Hos-
ltal !'l

hospital is, and always has been a

matter of public record. I have noth-

ties and I will try cases on a daily -ing to hide.*

hasis until the backlog is brought un-
ger control.”

Hardin responded to Moudy's June
1 press release by stating, ‘I believe

—In a press release on June 1, Moudy— the investigation of the hospital has

_urged the attorney general to ‘“‘pro-
_ceed lmmedlately -with—the—in-

vestigation cf Saline Memorial Hospi-
tal” and indicated that his family
“has suffered tremendously from un-
founded rumors and slanderous state-

wannteo that bana hasm wssallalace=te.

proceeded too slowly, in my opinion.”
He also said, ‘It concerns me that
now that I have led the ticket, Sud-
denly the chief deputy prosecutor
wants something done after having
dragged hls feet for 50 !ong o

LA S ]

cerned about Saline Memorial Hospi-
tal and I have pledged since the be-
ginning of the campaign to vigorously
prosecute anyone guilty of any crimi-
nal act.’ He noted that ‘It is unfortu- |
nate that rumors do circulate during
a political campalgn However, 1

tive campalgn.”

- the matter can be resolved.”
A separate press release issued by

In a telephone conversation-
Thursday, Hardin said that he had in- -
structed his campaign workers to
speak ‘“‘on the positive points” of his |
candidacy and to avoid discussing:
any rumors. He said that rumors of-
ten circulate during campaigns and
are ‘‘a part of politics,” and the best
thing to do is to ignore them. ,

Hardin has emphasized throughout

his campaign that_the crucial issue is

_Mom;haasmmmniLheis elect#—Moudrsald*hir“bumness*mth—the—hiremphm:r upon ‘‘new incentives

and new programs’’ in contrast to the
“weak record” of the incumbent ad-
ministration, in which Moudy is the
chief deputy prosecuting attorney.
Hardin explained that one of the
most important of his '‘new pro-
grams'’' involved procedures that
would provide more rapid and ef
ficient trials for offenders. He sal!d
that Hot Spring County In particular
had suffered from a substantial case

L PR AN RN I R ey -~




- Prosecutmg

' Continued from page 1
backlog under the present. adminis-

tration,-and he proposes to eliminate . -

the backlog by trying all of the cases
‘as quickly as possible. If elected, he
Aajs!_he_lltml],dzmal:e=il'.zﬁis=p¢:>liey-that=

oot Lo —1/DY

//M prye

attorn gy —

Ltive door-to-door campalgnlng in the
months- before-the May- 29- election.-
but his strategy in the run-off has
been more ‘‘media-based because we
‘didn’t want to force ourselves on

upon receipt of the case file from the
police or sheriff's. office of the par--
ticular county, he would set a trial

—i

'file. he bel:ems

people who were getting tired of poli-
tcs i

Hardin said that he appreciated the
support of third-place finisher Dan
Harmon, because Harmon is a “peer

and-a fellow trial lawyer.” Harmon—

He has also said that he plans to in-
stitute new training programs, such-
as- giving- courses- in—evidence;~ con--
stitutional law, and other important
matters to law enforcement officers.
Hardin argues that such-training
-would help the police and—sheriffs
give better presentations of their evi-
dence in the courtroom, thus impress-

~ing—the—jury—and-leading to—"Stiffer~
sentences.”

— 'Hardin otserved Thursday that a
problem in the run-off will be getting
-the voters back out to the polls. The -
Presidential race has attracted so

said immediately after the election
that he expected the run-off to be a
“close race” and that he planned to
vote for Hardin. “I think he’ll work
the hardest and I feel the people of
‘the 7th District deserve a hard-work-

—ing prosecutor,” Harmon stated.
Hardin was particularly pleased

‘that Harmon had complimented his

_capacity for hard work, saying that.
“my work ethic is the biggest'thing I
have going for me.” He said he had-

worked especially hard during his
time as Benton city attorney from
1979 to 1982,

= ince-early _.BouLMoudy—andﬂardin have-urged—
E:ftﬂﬁim:-e almost u’;ref,hgfyfﬁf— voters to -get back out to the polls on
‘itics before we started our cam- June 12.
= % . . ool ditg{ooz:ﬁ comments Fﬂng:;hiﬂ—d Mon
been in .
that be had mpd exhaus- b
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Hardin wins
in District 7

Hardin stated that the situation at Saline Memo-
rial Hospital had weakened Moudy’s candidacy in
Tuesday’s voting. Hardin has argued that Moudy,
_who is the hospital’s attorney and the current chief
deputy prosecuting attorney, had not acted rapidly
enough in supporting the investigation of financial
discrepancies at the hospital. .

Hardin was referring to some of Moudy's political
advertisements and a June 1 press release in which
Moudy stated, ““I have nothing to hide,” urged the
attorney general to ‘“proceed immediately with the
investigation of Saline Memorial Hospital,” and in-
dicated that his family “has suffered tremendously
from unfounded rumors and slanderous statements
that have been maliciously spread solely for politi-
cal reasons.” :

Hardin said that it is a mistake “to spend a lot of
time denying things in a campaign and it's better
to pursue a positive track.” He also indicated that
Moudy has not been open enough in explaining to

the people what was happening at the hospital.
“When the public wants to know about an issue,
they’ll speculate,” he roted. : :

As prosecuting attorney, he plans to “keep every-
thing out in the open,” he said.
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— Joe Hardin wins runoff with Moudy =~

By LEE POWELL

Courier Staff Writer

Joe Kelly Hardin defeated Dan
. Moudy in Tuesday’s runoff election

for prosecuting attorney from District
7, gaining 12,933 votes to 9,897 for his

_opponent. :

Hardin won easily in Saline County, _

garnering 7,902 votes while Moudy re-
ceived 5,517.

In the other two counties in District
7, Hardin won in Hot Spring County,
4,094 to 3,322, and Moudy defeated

Hardin said late Tuesday night that
the crucial issue in contributing to his

ing offenders “‘quickly to trial, clear-

them to prison.”’ The former Benton
cily atiorney said that an important
factor in his success was that he
stressed his ‘‘positive points and ran
on what we would do as prosecutlnq
attorney’’ rather than making nega-
- tive statements.

Moudy said Wednesday morning
‘that “I called Joe last night and ex-
tended congratulations to Joe and his
, Martje.” —
would like to say thank you to
‘who voted for me and a special

to those who-worked so long
hard in my campaign,” Moudy
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-Hardim i Grant County, 1,058 to 937, —

victory was his emphasis upon bring- -
ing up the case backlog, and sending -

‘Moudy noted that he plans ‘“to get
back to work and get back to a nar-
mal family life.”” He has not had time
to analyze the campaign yet, he in-

both of his opponents in the race, in-
cluding Moudy and third-place finish-
er Dan Harmon, describing them as
‘“‘capable lawyers.”

As prosecuting attorney, Hardin
said his chief goals will be ‘“‘to crack

—down-on- violent crime, burglary;

theft, and hot checks, and to facilitate
moving the process faster.” He be-
lieves that “‘people are tired of crimi-
nals getting out on bond and walking
the streets a year or so” before they
have to appear at a trial. He said
“it’s not much of a deterrent if they
know they’ll walk the streets” a long
time before a trial, and he also ar-
gued that defendants deserve a
speedy trial for their own welfare.
Hardin stressed during the cam-
??j‘.tinthathewouldcleartheeourt
et of criminal cases by getting
cases to trial within 90 days of the fil-

" ing of charges. Hardin said that his
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Joe Kelly Hardin

comfortable margin of victory was
somewhat surprising in light of the
fact that ‘‘we started third in the race
as an unknown, the youngest of the
three.” But he said he had gradually
gained ground throughout the race,
thanks to the hard work of his family,
friends, and campaign workers, all of
whom were volunteers.
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Saline Republican Committee

The Saline County Republican

— Committee, meeting Monday night -
_at Benton State Bank Community

Room, passed a resolution urging
the continuation of an in-
vestigation into financial dis-
crepancies at Saline Memorial

Hospital. s
The resolution siaies: ‘‘The

; people of Saline County have wait-

ed long enough for the in-

the related shady ‘‘deals’) to be:
completed and the results an-
nounced. Rumors, insinuations, al--

legations and charges are running

““wild = and the citizens are tired

of the appannt stalling and/or
“We do not know whether t.he
Governor's office is responsible, to

protect political cronies; or the .
Attorney Genersl's otﬁca to pro-

Mtectthehlﬂhlndmighty ‘or the

ously pursued and the public be

calls for further investigation

of theft of property. Those other

‘kept informed  — regardless of - employees, who have since resign-

where the trail leads or who may
be guilty. No one should be spared
because of their influence or polit-
ical connections.

‘““The alleged misdeeds com-
mitfed, and the possible cover-up
by an all-Democrat cast, surely
confirms-the need for the two-par-
ty system! ‘Bentongate’ is another

'vestigation of our hospital (and-/ (bitter) fruit of one-party domin-

“ation of government, Of course,
greed and human avarice have
also contributed to the_
wrongdoings. At the same time,

some innocent people have been

hurt by the rumors and smears,
and they deserve to have their
reputations cleared.” —

The investigation mentioned in

lution began March 7 at Saline
Memorial Hospital, two days after
the former . administrator, E.F.

Black Jr., resigred

“of the officials involved are Demo-

crats.”
T wclution continues by stat-

ing: -msumcmtymww-
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Jme:pectedl
during the discovery of financial
irregularities. During the course
of that investigation, conducted by
State Police, Black, his wife,
Linda, and two other hospital em-
ployees were arrested on charges

ed, are Jim Ralph, whe had been
director of purchasing, and Carla
Hart, the former director of medi-
cal records

Arrests for E.F. and Linda
Black and Jim Ralph followed the
convening of a Saline County
grand jury, which handed down
indictments for the three. Hart’s
arrest came about later.

-For some time, no new devel-
opments have. been revealed in,
- the case, which was transferred to
the state attorney general’s office
after Prosecuting Attorney Bob |
Alsobrook of Benton asked to be
disqualified on the basic of a po-

—tentital legal conflict of interest.

Initially, Tom Tatum, an at-

- the Republican Committee’s reso- torney from Danville, was asked

to serve in the role of special
prosecutor but declined after de-
- ciding that the investigation would

ytake more time than he has avail-

able. After exploring several op-
tions, Circuit Judge John Cole re-
quested Attorney General Steve
Clark to provide a prosecutor and
two lawyers on his staff were ulti-
mately assigned to the case.




Joe Hardin will prosecute
local hospital case ~<:zo 7

By LYNDA HOLLENBECK
Courier Staff Writer

An investigafion that began in early
March at Saline Memorial Hospital
~took a new turn today when Circuit

—Judge—JohmCole of Sheridan appoint-

ed Joe Hardin of Benton to serve as
special prosecutor for the four cases
that have evolved from that State Po-
lice probe that was initiated after fi-
nancial discrepancies were discov-
ered at the medical facility.

In his chambers at the Saline Coun-

ty Courthouse, Cole, at 9 a.m.;" offi- .

cally swore Hardin in as the prose-

cutor for those cases pending against |

E.F. Black Jr., the hospital’s former
administrator; Black’'s wife, Linda;
Jim Ralph. the hospital’s former di-

rector of purchasing; and Carla Hart, |

the former director -of medical re-
cords at the hospital.- All have been-
charged with theft of property.

Hardin will be serving as special

prosecutor wnhou_p__x._as_he_pmm_

“ised he would do in his recent suc-
cessful campaign for prosecuting at-
torney, Cole said.

Another offer to serve as special
prosecutor was made during the re-
cent campaign for prosecuting at-
torney by Benton attorney Dan Har-
mon, who finished third in that initial
thyee—man race that was later deter-
mined in a runofi election between
Hardin and the other candidate, Dan
Moudy of Benton. Hardin’s offer to

serve as prusecutor followed the one
Harmon had made

Today, the judge noted that any
other developments that might possi-
bly- result from the investigation at
the hospital will also be handled by
Hardin.

__Hardm_wm.havs-tho-aut.homy—to-
| appoint whomever he wants to act as
| special deputy prosecutors,”

Cole

said. However, those appointments

~ are subject to the judge’s approval.
‘““He can use the attorney general’s

office or decide not to use their serv- |
ices, whatever he wants,” Cole said. |

“] have every confidence in his abili-
ty, as I believe- the people do, and I'm
now confident that the whole thing
(the investigaion) is on its way to
being resolved.”

Cole said that anyone  other than
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without financial compensation and
noted that any funds that might be
required-for—this purpose would have"
to come. through- an appropnatlon:
fmmmecothuomm court. —

arose| when Prosecuting Attorney Bob
Alsshrook of Benton asked to be dis-
qualified from the investigation be:
cause of a ‘“‘potential legal conflict of
interest.”’ - : :

Judge Cole initially requested Tom
Tatum, a prosecuting attorney from
Danville, to act as special prosecutor,
but Tatum declined. citing time as a
factor.

After Tatum was no longer an op-
tion for consideration in the issue, the
judge asked Attorney General Steve
Clark to handle the prosecuticn and
two attorneys on his staff were sub-
sequently appomted to serve in that
—capacity.

‘Since those appomtments were
—made, no new developments in the in-

Hardin has not said whether the at-
torney general’s office will continue
in the prosecution process.
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Trials for E.F. and Linda Black are
presently scheduled for July 19 and
20. No dates for the Ralph or Hart
trials have been announced. *

E.F. Black, Linda Black and Ralph
were indicted by a Saline County
grand jury and Hart’s arrest came
about later. E.F. Black is charged

J with 20 counts of theft of property;
Linda Black, one count; Ralph, 15
counts; and Hart, one count. Joe Kelly Hardin




Joe Hardln VOWS

to ‘get to bottom

of hospital probe

Joe Hardin, the Benton- attorney
who recently was elected prosecuting
attorney, said today he would ‘go
back as far as necessary, maybe as
far back as the time that Black (E.F.
Black Jr.) became administrator, if
need be’ in an investigatlon of Saline

down to the bottom of it.”

~ “1 can promise that,” said Hardin,
‘who was officially sworn in Tuesday
as special prosecutor for that in-
'vestigation which began in early
'March during the midst of the discov-
ery of financial discrepancies at the
'hospital.

Circuit Judge John Cole of Sheridan
appointed Hardin as the special pros-
ecutor and commented at the time
that Hardin would have the option to .
use the services of the attorney gen-
eral’s ofﬁce or to select deputy spe-
After Prosecutmg Attomey Bob Al-
sobrook of Benton asked to be dis-
qualified from the hospital probe for
an unspecified legal conflict of inter-
est, Cole requested an_attorney_from
Danville to serve as special prose-
cutor for the investigation, which, to
date, has resulted in theft of property
charges being filed against the hospi-
tal’s former administrator, his wife
and two other former hospital em-
ployees. When the Danville attorney,
Tom Tatum, declined the request,
Cole asked Attorney General Steve
Clark to conduct the investigation. . ...

“Today, Hardin sald he has made no
‘decision-regarding the use of the at-
torney general’s staff or other
sources for assistance in the in-

‘vestigation. “‘After I get the State Po-

lice files, I'll have a lot better idea

about what I will need,” he said. “I

'should have a decision by the end of

the week — Monday, for sure.”

Hardin said he conferred Tuesday
with Alsobrook and hopes to talk with
State Police investigators and the at-
torney general today.

He declined to comment on a Saline
County Republican Committee resolu-
tion, made earlier this week, in refer-

ence to the hospital investigation.
That group drafted a resolution
which, in essence, accused Democrat-
ic officials of being involved in a pos-
sible cover-up of the ' investigation,
calling the situation a ‘‘Bentongate.”

In regard to those allegatlons the
nder (Republican committee chair-
man Charles Mazander of Benton) is
just playing politics. I found it rather
initeresting that he called it ‘Benton-
gate’ when it was their party that
started Watergate.”’

Clark also stated, “‘It doesn’t mat-
ter who is involved or what party
they are affiliated with. Rumors are
just running rampant.”
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‘“There’s a new rumor every day,”
the attorney general commented.
“The stories make the rounds in the
coffee shops every morning. In some
. : =~V Omehad-—a;
_nection_at_any
the hospital is presumed by some
pople to be guilty. We're not going to
deal in rumors;. we're going to deal in

T RS e
Clark also said that his -office had

never been formally appointed to
prosecute the hospital case. *“The
original conversations involved Tom
Holcome, Patty Cherry and Mike
Wheeler and we sent word that we
would take the case.”
He said he was asked last week if
his office would be willing to assist
.. Hardin if he should be appointed spe-
cial prosecutor and was told by Cole
—that"Hardin's appointme
-sibility.

Clark contends that “the case has
been moviing forward” and said that
he had been considering requesting
an appropriation from the Saline
County Quorum Court to handle ex-

penses incurred during the in-

vestigation.

As of this morning, Clark said that
he has never talked with Hardin in
regard to the case.

Hardin is serving without pay in his

capacity as as special prosecutor.

time_with_anyone at .

"t was a pos-—
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Grand jury recall .eXpectéd° Harmon to bé deputy

A Salme County grand jury may be that the case will require “‘a lot of some of those charges.”

_called-into session next week, accord-— work-"-and-believes-it-would be eas-—He said he will be- checking out‘“EIT
ier to handle the prosecution with a the ‘rumors going around’” and is

local deputy prosecutor. He expects looking into_the cost of an- mdepend-.

ing to Benton attorney .Joe Hardin,
-who is serving as special prosecutor

“for an investigation at at Saline Me-
morial Hospital. ;

Hardin, who was officially sworn in
Wednesday as the special prosecutor
for that probe, said today he plans to
request Circuit Judge John Cole to
convene the grand jury and he pre-
djcted that it might possibly meet for
as long as ‘30 days.”

Hardm said he met today Wlth
State Police investigators and Mike
Wheeler and Patricia Cherry of the
attorney general’s office and now has
all of the information that has been

that person .to be Benton attorney
Dan Harmon, who finished third in
the' recent race for prosecuting at-
torney, a position Hardin won. During
the course of that campaign, both
‘Harmon and Hardin offered to serve
as special prosecutors for the hospital
case.

~ Hardin said he anticipates that

Judge Cole will sign the order ap-
pointing Harmon to the deputy spe-
cial prosecutor post on Monday and
that he will also sign an official order
directing that all information per-

gathered during the investigation to_- taining to the investigation should be

- this point.

He mentioned that the two at-
torneys at the attorney general’s of-
fice were ‘“‘nice and informative’’ and
noted- that- they- had- talked-with- State—with- criminal offenses-in—connection-

Police “two or three times.”

submitted to him (Hardin).

“I know pretty much what the cur-
rent charges are (in regard to the
four persons who have been charged

with the probe),” Hardin said. Then

- Later, Carla Hart,

ent audit of the hospltal
The county grand jury was in ses-
sion March 29 and 30 and handed

“down indictments for the hospital’s |

former administrator, E.F. Black Jr.:
Black’s wife, Linda: and Jim Ralph |
who, at that time, was the hospltal S
director of purchasing. E.F. ‘Black
was indicted on 20 counts of theft of
property; Linda Black, one count:
and Ralph 15 counts.

who had been
the hospital’s director of medical re-
cords, was charged with one count of
theft of property in connection with
the alleged falsification of a travel
voucher. ,

“The investigation at the hospltal be-

"ganm March'7, two days after Black’s

resignation was announced in a- spe-

However, he said he now realizes he added, “We might want to _refine cial meeting of the hospital-board—-




—Twenty-fourpeop
_subpoenaed to testify before the Sa-

- Grand jury to reconvene
Wednesday; 24 set to testify

ple will initially be

line County grand jury regarding al-
leged financial irregularities at Saline
Memorial Hospital, according to Joe
Hardin, special prosecutor. :

$ a.m. Wednesday.
Hardin announced Friday that Har-
mon- would" serve as special” deputy

said. , '
Hardin added that he has a com-
puter printout of all hospital employ-
ees, which numbers over 400. Hardin
said some of those employees likely
will be called to testify and indicated

AccordjngrtmHardin_and—DamHar-—-foxmer—employees—also—woald—be—
mon, special deputy prosecutor, the ' :
grand jury will convene beginning at

called. il o S i
The hospital’s former adminis-
trator, E.F.-Black; Black’'s wife

]

Linda; and Jim Ralph, who at the

time was the hospital’s director of

— Hardin said Lib- Carlisle; Ken

.called to testify to determine what
possible association Black may have

Tittle, all hospital board members,
also will be subpoenaed to' testify be-
fore the grand jury.

Others scheduled to testify include
Ron Morris, controller at the hospital,
and Tommy Gilbert and Melvin King,
both-former assistant-administrators. -

Hughes, Eddie McCray, John Fred
Walton and Wayne Bishop will be

prosecutor.

The grand jury will be in session

Wednesday and July 3, “and all other
days subsequent to July-3, 1984, that
the grand jury deems necessary,” ac-
cording to a letter sent by Hardin and

- Harmon to Jimmy Seals, circuit
clerk. -

Harmon said today the 24 sub-
poenas listed on the request to the
circuit clerk are ‘“‘just a start.”

“I would’t doubt there wouldn’t be

- 100 (people subpoenaed),” Harmon

purchasing, all were indicted in
March by the grand jury and they all
were listed among those to be sub-
poenaed to appear before the grand
jury. :
Carla Hart, former director of med-
ical records at the hospifal, was later
charged with theft of property and
also will be subpoenaed, according to

the request sent to the circuit clerk.

Dr. Jim Porter, Raymond Thomas,
Robert Haynes, Mary Francis Izard,
Jim Curtis, Jim Villines and J.B.

—-"hf-——-

‘also will testify. l

-said Bill Reid, their superior, also
‘will' be called.

had with-the Rivendell l1and purchase.
Hardin said Bob Alsobrook will tes-
tify before the grand jury because he
was prosecutor until he resigned and.
Dan Moudy, attorney for the hospital,

Frank Mitchell and Dale Swesey of
the Arkansas State Police also will be
be subpoenaed to tesfity and Hardin

“We're going to track down all
those rumors,"” Harmon said.
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with 20 coupts of theft of property:
Linda Black with one count and
Ralph with' 15 counts.

Later. Hart was charged with one X
count of theft property in connection - |
with the alleged falsification of a |
‘travel voucher. i

The investigation at the hospital be-
gan-March 7, two days after-Black’s

filed before Wednesday.
~ “We want to make sure we
the evidence,” he said.
Hardin said he will appear before

. “We're encouraging- anybody who
' thinks they know something to come
forward and make their desire to tes-
tify before the grand jury known,”’
Harmon added. . the Saline County Quorum Court July
Hardin 5aid an ad will be put in the 2 and request a fee, ‘‘probably about
~paper asking anyone who has”infor- —$25 an_hour.” be paid_to_Harmon
~mation to come forward. “There may while he works on the case. :
be someone out there who has impor-  He said he will also request that
tant information that we don't know funds be provided for a court report- resignation was announced in a spe-——
“aboutor have aleadonnow.” _  er__ - _ cial meeting of the hospital board.
_Badh.ds&saw—maLdmLWe—The—ewrkrewmkmmMHmbrwkﬁasked;{o_step_aside__as.. —
will also serve as a secretary if cor- prosecutor in the case in F o A
respondence is required. y ! The state attorney general's office
Hardin said funds may also be was then asked to serve as prosecutor
needed to pay for witnesses who will aftér Tom Tatum of Danville was of-
have to be subpoenaed from out of ferred the position of special prose-
town, ; cutor, but turned it down.
In his campaign for 7th District ~ Cole then officially appointed Har-
prosecuting attorney, Hardin. pledged  din last Wednesday. -
to prosecute the hospital case free of  Hardin conferred with the attorney

have all

“may be subpoenaed if their names
are mentioned during testimonies and
it is determined their testimony
would be pertinent.

“We're going to get anybody who
has done anything wrong and restore
confidence in the hospital,” Hardin

_said. :
He_said Circuit Judge John Cole is

.in the process of drawing up an order
requiring all agencies involved to
- turn over their evidence to the special
prosecutor. He said the order will be

— ——

charge if he won, and he said that is
what he is doing. .

The grand jury was in session
March 29 and 30 and indicted Black

general’s office and with Alsobrook
last week. He said he also met with
State Police investigators and secured
all the files involving the case.



Blacks’ attorney
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Two motions were filed Friday by

During May, the defendants’ at-

_Delbent_MlckeL.lr.._the_attomey_ior.*torney-requested—StateFPohce_mﬁpm-

E.F. and Linda Black who are
charged with theft of property in con-
nection with an ongoing investigation
at Saline Memorial Hospital.

One motion asks that the court dis-

miss all charges against.the two de-

vide the pertinent information and
documents pertaning to the charges
in the indictments and that request
was refused, the motion states.

A request for this information was
later made to the attorney general's

_Iendanls_on_me_hasls_that__the_pmse-__nmf:e_hut_nomdmethaancemmi
-cution-has-net-complied-with~-motions—ascertain—who—had-the~case~fite—or
for discovery and a bill of particulars whether it was actually in that office,

—filed-some-time- ago -by -the—-defense—according-to-the-motion. ——
—atforney. The- defendants_contend--that- they~

Black is the former administrator
~of Saline Memorial Hospital and
Linda Black is his wife. He is
charged with 20 counts of theft of
property and she is charged with one
count. Both were indicted by a Saline
County grand jury in March.

_The complaint states..that a request _

cannot prepare any defense to the
charges contained in the indictments
and that their rights to dicovery and
fair trials as guaranteed by the sixth
amendment to the U.S. Constitution,
the state constitution and the rules of
criminal procedure have been vio-

lated. —— -

~for—this information—was given to
Prosecuting Attorney Bob Alsobrook
on April"23. Alsobrook reportedly told
the defense counsel that he could not
obtain the investigative file and infor-
mation pertaining to the particular
charges and then later withdrew as
prosecutor in the case, the motion

states.

The other motion med in the case
asks that Linda Black be granted a
separate trial from. her husband.

When the couple appeared at ar-
raignment proceedings before Circuit
Judge John Cole, their trial dates
were scheduled for July 19 and 20. No
motion to separate the trials was en-
tered at that-time.
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Kudos for Hardm

~It is rare when a candidate wms a political race and gets the
opportumty to keep.-a campaign promise before he takes office.
~Joe Hardin has been glven fh—ar opportunity and his promise
is bemg fulfilled.

Hardin .promised during the race for prosecuting attorney
that he would prosecute the case surrounding financial dis-
_crepancies_at_Saline. Memorial Hospital . without charge if he
were elected prosecutor. One- of -his opponents, Dan Harmon,
was the originator of the promise.and now Hardin_ has_engaged
Harmon as special deputy prosecutor in the case. :

___Hardin_has_vowed publicly to_‘‘get to_the-bottom’’ of the: casei'
—and—hﬁd—he—mﬂ—caﬂ—everyune—before the Saline County-
grand jury who may have any information surrounding the
-case. :

~ He mdlcated the jury may be in session as long as 30 days.

vene the grand ]ury That panel is due to meet at 9 a.m.
Wednesday. : -

The hospital case has been an open book smce early March
when E.F. Black-Jr., the_hospital administrator at that- time,
‘resigned amid rumors of financial-irregularities at the facility:
‘Black, his wife, and the former director of purchasmg were
subsequently indicted by the grand jury when it last was in ses-
sion.-

Rumors have run rampant. e S

~ Hardin says every rumor will be quelled before the tase is
completed. He has gone so far as to indicate that anyone who is
not subpoenaed to testify, but believes he or she has informa-
tion which may be vaulable to the case. will be allowed to

-speak-before-the-grand-jury:
Hardin has made all the right moves so far. We have no rea-
son to believe his direction will :change. It is time for all the
facts to come out. Saline- Countlans will not rest. until Justlce
has prevailed. -
We believe Hardin will do everything possible to make sure
that happens.
DB




Recalled jury -
due to convene

___The Saline County_Grand_Jury-that_
—met-last March to look into financial

-discrepancies at Saline Memorial
Hospital will be called back into ses-
sion at 9 a.m. Wednesday to take an-
other look at that situation.

The 16 persons who composed the
original panel will initially be serving
as “jurors, according: to Joe Hardin,
special prosecutor for the case which,
_to date, has resulted in theft of prop-
erty charges filed against the hospi-
tal’'s former administrator, the for-
mer administrator’s wife: and  two
other persons formerly employed at
the facility. '

Hardin said today that the 40 per-
sons from whom the original panel
was formed will be recalled, but that
the 16 jurors chosen during the last
session will form the initial jury. He
also said Circuit Judge John Cole has

called an additional 60-persons as po-
tential jurors because of vacation
plans and other commitments that
might make it difficult for the origi-
nal 16 to serve on the grand jury. He
also noted that some peopPe might not

be able to serve due to the length of

time the grand jury is expected to be
in session. Last week, he predicted
~ the session could last up to 30 days.

After 16 persons are named to the

ot

‘ednesday

He mentioned that the ‘‘scope of
this grand jury will be much larger
(than the earlier session).".

Among those called as witnesses for
the opening day of the grand jury in-
vestigation are E.F. Black, the for-
mer administrator at Saline Memo-
rial; Linda Black, his wife; Jim
Ralph, the former director of pur-
chasing; and Carla Hart, the former
director of medical records.

However, Hardin said today he has

been informed by Hart’s " attorney,

Bill "Wilson,- that she will be taking

“the fifth amendment’” and will not

be testifying before the panel.

The prosecutor said he has not.
heard from attorneys for the other
persons who are charged with crimi-
nal offenses pertaining to the hospital

“would—assume-
their attorneys will be there and ad-
vise them of the same thing.”

Also scheduled to testify Wednesday
are members of the hospital board,
Dr. Jim Porter, Raymond Thomas,
Robert Haynes, Mary Frances Izard,
Jim Curtis, Jim Villines and J.B.
Tittle;, Tommy -Gilbert and Melvin
King,” who formerly served as associ-
ate administrators of the hospital;
Ron Morris, who is controller at the
hospital; and Lib Carlisle of Benton,
who serves as state chairman of the

—panel,- whichrmay-include all or-part- Democratic Party.
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~of e origmalTjury;
will be chosen during the initial ac-
_tlon Wednesday morning, Hardin _
said. '




Frank Mitchell and Dale Swesey of -

“the"State Police.-who have bsen the ton, Norma J. Gilland, Sherman W.

Lancaster, Rita, M. Rich and Floyd

investigators on the hospital probe,
will be testifying. Lt. Bill Reid, who
serves as supervisor of Mitchell and
Swesey, is also to be a witness.
Named on the second call for grand

—-dJanis—Raf v ell™
Sharon L. Pearson,” Evelyn K.
Donald M. Chaney, William B. Selah
Teresa R. Keltner, Bobby P. Johnson,
Sarah A, McGriff, Karen L. Carter.

Thomas N. Ritchie, Victor G. Be-
sancon, Thomas B. Brown, Linda D.
Howard, Lottie M. Ammons, George
D. Himes, Claudia A. Cox, William
—W.—Honeycutt.—Esta—M—Westbrook;-
Daisy L. Curtis. ‘

Estalee Grant, Willie Mae Harring-
ton, Janice M. Hall, Marshall Austin
Stanely, Glen C. Hunter, Grisham A.
‘Phillips Jr., Una S. Hobby, Patti A.
Bokony, Fredna H. Blankenship, Nan-
¢y L. Phillips, Mildred Hockersmith,
Granvil C. Thurmond, Robert G. Den-
man, Judy E. Davis, Carl Elijah Nan-
ny, Thurman S. Williams. :

James B. Butler, Donald L. Clark,
Herman S. Quantz, Inez Brown. Stella

Hilton, Ronald L. McKinney, Royall
R. Thomas, Darcy M. Stonesifer, Ber-

" nace M. Jones, Josephine M. Van Al-
stin, Mary L. Roetzel, Edward R.
Holt.

Clifford S. Hargett, Patty J. Hard-.
esty, Meda H. Kyzer, Emogene Scott,
Mary Sue Hutcheson, Carroll D.
Whitfield, George A. Howard, Charles
E. Thomas, Martha L. Jennings,
Georgia E. Lovell, Tilford W. Cole.

—Th

M. Melson.

Others who were named in that
first call and who remain potential
juros include:

Craig R. Millard, Wilna O. Myers,
Annie H. Jones, Leo M. Bryant, Fed-
die J. Cullins, Kathy A. Sanders, John
H. Meisner, Carolyn M. Carter, Mi-
quel F. King, Nancy E. Frank, Lisa
R. Wilson, Tommy J. Caldwell, Lisa
D. McCarty. '

Mercedes Burks, Wanda E. Crook,
Daniel L. Howard, Lucy P. Shelton,
Lucille A. Lambert, Ronald L.
Wright, Bobby C. Carter, James F.
Stella M. Taylor. i

Assisting Hardin with ~the prose-
cution is Dan Harmon, who has offi-
cially been sworn in to serve in the
capacity of deputy special prosecutor.

Harmon commented that he is not a
candidate for any political office and
said he is Is not interested in being a
deputy prosecutor. : _

Those comments were made in
keeping with HardW’s promise to
quell all rumors that have surfaced in
regard to the investigation. “We are
trying to be as above board as pos-

~sible,” Hardin said.

Prosecutors—sometimes -use -grand
juries to test their evidence or to un-
cover additional information for use
in criminal cases. An indictment is
handed down when grand jurors are
persuaded by the evidence that the
prosecutor has reason to try a case.

——The-original-panel-included Joseph™
AT Gaylo Jr.,"WHo Sérved as foreman;
John C. Harding, Norma Jean Corley,
_Carlos _C. Beavert, Randy L. Blue, -
James Alfred Harris Jr., Raymond O.
Bermingham, Emmett F. Fagan, '

Frank W. Tracy, James W. Reasons,
Marilyn L. Coursey, Frances J. Pel-
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ck first
‘witn ess before
grand jury

Ten original jurors, 9 others picke

_ E.F. Black was the only witness
__By LYNDA HOLLENBEC€K called to testify during the grand
Courier Staff Writer , : jury’s morning session today and was
' _ expected to be recalled during the af-
Sixteen jurors and three alternates  ternoon session. Black went into the
' were selected today to serve on a Sa-  courtroom at 10:38 a. m and re-
-line County grand jury thatis'hearing™ mained until 11:50' a.m.; about five
evidence pertaining to. an in- . minutes before a lunch b was de-
_mmgaunn_mm_nnanclal—dis-— —lared—— -
crepancies at Saline Memorial Hospi- As Black left the courtroom, he was
tal. approached by reporters and asked if
Of the 16 who compose the actual "he would make any comments. His
jury, 10 served previously when-the _reply was, “No.”
grand jury met for two days in ~— Expected to appear during todays
March during the early days of the afternoon session, in addition to
- investigation. —Blaek,—arehiswife,—]:inda,—hib*ear-‘
At the close of that session of the lisle, Ken Hughes, Eddie McCray and
—grand jury,-indictments-were handed— John Fred Walton.
down for three persons: E.F. Black The 10 original jurors who are serv-
Jr., the former administrator of the ing during this term of the grand jury .
hospilal: his wife, Linda; and Jim include: Joe Gaylo,- who acted as
Ralph, the former director of pur- foreman during its prior sessionand
chasing at the facility. is continuing in that capacity; Ray-
EF. Black was charged with 20 mond -Bermingham, Rita Rich, Nor-
counts of theft of property; Linda —ma—Jean Corley,"James Reasons,
Black; one count; and Ralph, 15  Norma Gilland, Frances Pelton, Ran-

counts. A fourth person, Carla Hart,. | dy Blue, James Alfred Harris Jr. and
who had been the hospital’s director | Marilyn Coursey.

of medical records, w=v later charged—

with one count of (heft of property.

All entered not guilty pleas during ar- ILLA
raignment before Circuit Judge John m @é 1 = Ly T
Cole. G-A1BF S g




Excused from service this time for
work-related reasons were Sherman
Lancaster, John C. Harding, and
Floyd Melson. Frank Tracy, who also
served previously, was excused be-
cause Raymond Thomas, a member-
of the Saline Memorial Hospital_
‘Board, is one of his employees.
When he granted Tracy's excusal,
Judge Cole said he had been aware of
the relationship between Thomas and
Tracy during the jury’s first session
but, at that time, had not thought it
would have any bearing on the evi-
dence presented to the grand jurors.
Today, however, he said that situa-
‘tion may have changed and it might
create a problem.
All the members of the hospital
board have been subpoensed to testi-
fy before the grand jury. :
Carlos C. Beavert and Emmett F,
_Fagan, who also served during the
jury’s original session, did not answer
-roll_call today. Thejudge-explained-
that the sheriff’s office had only a
two-day period to make contact with

—persons on the grand jury list, as well
as the witness list, and many had not
received their notification.

The six persons who were selected

~ today to complete the panel are John
Meisner, Daniel Howard, Bobby Car-
ter, Sharon Pearson, William Selah
and Sarah McGriff. Chosen as alter-
nates: were Daisy Curtis, Estalee

—Grant-and-James Butler, who also at--
tend all of the sessions ot the jury.

The selection of the jurors took a
little more than an hour. After selec-
tion was completed, the jurors were
sworn in by Circuit Clerk Jimmy
Seals. _

At that point, the hearing was
closed to anyone other than the. ju-
rors; the two prosecutors, who are

_Joe_Hardin and special deputy Dan-
Harmon; and the witnesses who give
their testimony individually. The
judge does not remain present for the
questioning of the witnesses.

__Two: witnesses who have been sub-
poenaed to appear before the grand
jury, Jim Ralph and Melvin King
(one of the hospital’s former associ-
ate administrators) have not yet been
served their subpoenas, Harmon said
today. The short notice given the
sheriff’s department was cited as the
poenaed.

Carla Hart, who was also sub-
poenaed to testify, will not be appear-
ing due to an arrangement between
her attorney, Bill Wilson, and Hardin,
that allows her to plead the fifth
amendment to the constitution with-
out appearing before the panel.

Other witnesses will include hospi-
tal board members Thomas, Dr. Jim
Porter, Robert Haynes, Mary
Frances Izard, Jim Curtis, Jim Vil-
lines and. J.B. Tittle: hospital con-
troller Ron Morris: the hospital’s oth-
er former associate administrator,
Tommy Gilbert, who served as inter-

im administrator until his recent res-
ignation; Prosecuting Attorney Bob
Alsobrook; hosital attorney Dan
Moudy; County Judge Wayne Bishop:
and State Police investigators Frank
Mitchell, Dale Swesey and Bill Reid.

‘The grand jury is expected to be in
session 20 to 30 days. '
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;i ) Phot_abyS-teve McHenry
-and-three alternates were chosen today to serve on
tion of Circuit Courtroom at the Saline County the grand jury, which is hearing evidence relating
Courthouse Wednesday morning before the selection to alleged financial irregularities at Saline Memo-
process begins. Ten members of the original grand rial Hospital.

jury, which met in late March, and six other jurors

-Prospective grand jurors fill up the spectator sec-




- The Saline Coun
that was called into session
Wednesday to investigate a situa-
- tion involving financial irregula-
- rities at Saline Memorial Hospital
reconvened at 10 a.m. today.

The first person to appear before
the jury this morning was Prose-
cuting Attorney Bob Alsobrook,
who disqualified himself from the
investigation a short time following
the first session of the grand jury.

back in session; .
—1s first witness |

y Grand Jury _over.”

Scott Lovell of the certified pub-
lic accounting firm of Yoakum,
Lovell and Co., who testified
Wednesday, appeared .briefly be-
fore the jury today.

~ Following Lovell's apoearance

were Benton businessmen John
Fred Walton and Eddie McCray.
They were the final witnesses be-

fore the jury took a lunch break at.
12:30 p.m.

At the time Alsobrook requested — Jim Ralph, the hospital’s former

Circuit Judge- John Cole:
qualify him from the investigation,
Alsobrook did not reveal the reason
he was stepping down and only
. said it was for a ‘“potential legal
conflict of interest.” ———

Alsobrook appeared before the
jury for approximatey 20 minutes
and was followed by hospital board

— member-Jim- Villines. Villines re-—

mained in-the jury
more than an hour.

As he was leaving the court-
house, Villines said he is “relieved
to finally see the investigation
come to some sort of conclusion
and I hope we can eventually lay it

room slightly

to dis-

director of purchasing, was ex-
pected to testify during the after-
noon session. Ralph, who was one
of three persons indicted during the
grand jury’s previous session, is

~charged with 15 counts of theft of

property.

Dan Moudy, the attorney for the
hospital, was also scheduled to tes-
tify during the jury’s afternoon ses-
sion. _ '

The grand jury will be meeting
Friday, beginning at 9 a.m. No ses-
sion will be held Monday but a ses-
sion_is scheduled Tuesday. Joe
Hardin, who is serving as special
prosecutor for the investigation, .|

.._.to. mt:'l =

He added, “I'm ready for It'.t(.) be
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‘sald“additional subpoenas will be _
served early next week. . - - w4
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Grand jurors

D I (oK (L

make

Py e
e /94

long

day; Black’s testimony
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"By LYNDA HOLLENBECK
Courier. Staff Writer :

The 19 people who were sworn in as
grand jurors Wednesday at the Saline
‘County Courthouse more than earned

the $20-per-juror-per-day—com-=

pensation during: the first day’s ses-
sion of the county grand jury that is
hearing evidence related to an in-

vestigatin of financial mis-

management at Saline Memorial Hos-
pital. . i

The session that began at 9 a.m.
with the roll call of potential grand
jurors didn’t adjourn until almost 7:30
p.m. The jurors were told to return at
10 a.m. today for another session, al-
though initially the' panel had not

been scheduled to reconvene until:

L neg._tJl?u_esda—)_r.--- .

engthy

] ""Shbrt’ly"after 10 a.m. .Wednesday,

Circuit Judge John Cole had com-
pleted questioning the potential jurors
and the 19 who qualified were then
sworn in by Circuit Clerk Jimmy
Seals. - :

Most of the Wednesday session was
taken up with testimony from E.F.
Black Jr., the former hospital admin-
istrator who was indicted on 20 counts
of theft of property when the panel
met in March.

Black was the first witness called

during the morning session and was

recalled again Wednesday afterroon.
Hie wife, Linda, who also was in-
dicted during the March session of

the county -grand - jury, was the last

witness to testify Wednesday.

" The Black’s were among six wit:

nesses called before the grand jury
Wednesday.

Neither Black nor -his wife ap-
peared before the March grand jury.

Others who appeared before the
panel Wednesday were Raymond
Thomas, a member of the hospital
board: Scott Lovell of Yoakum,
Lovell and Co., a certified-public ac-"
counting firm that has conducted au-

dits of the hospital; Lib Carlisle, an
owner of Lambeth-Thomas Real Es-
tate and Insurance Co.; and Ken
Hughes, an employee of Carlisle’s.
company,.

Serving as special prosecutor for
the investigation is Joe Hardin, prose-
cuting attorney-elect. Dan Harmon,

—who Was also a candidate for the

prosecuting attorney position, is the
) ial prosecutor.
deg:tr’l'aq},le:rt, \l:ho was the hospital’s
former director of medical records,
was later charged with one count of
theft of property. She had also been
scheduled to appear during the pro-
ceedings but through an arrangement
made between her attorney, Bill Wil-_
son, and Hardin, will not be testi-
fying. The agreement allows her to




plead the fifth amendment to the con- -
stitution without appearing before the M‘ ’{/Z =

panel.

Three persons who had served as
__grand jurors_during a_March session—
. were excused for empl6yment con-

ﬂ:clt?:e Another jm'o:iJ — Frank Tracy
of Benton — was relieved of duty |
"“cause hosp"i‘ﬁ'ﬁoard nié‘ﬁibeftyaay-
mond Thomas is employed in the
business he owns and Thomas, along
with other board members, was sub-
poenaed as a witness.

" Questions asked of the potential ju-
rors concern whether the person is a
registered voter, if he or she has ever -
been convicted of a felony, if any-
thing in the general subject matter of
the investigation would-likely_create-a—
“problem, and — the question that
~ posed the greatest obstacle for most
— would the length of time (20-30_
days) the grand -jury is expected to
meet create a severe hardship? '

Many claimed the time factor
would cause serious hardships that
could not be resolved and were ex-
- cused from service. |

—Others who are expected to testify
will include the other members of the
hospital board, Dr. Jim Porter, Jim
Villines, J.B. Tittle, Mary Frances
Izard, Robert Haynes and Jim Curtis;

-~ hospital controller Ron Morris; the
hospital’s former associate adminis-
trators, Tommy Gilbert and Melvin__
King, Prosecuting Attorney Bob Also-

gl

prosecutor Dan Moudy: Coun-
ty Judge Wayne Bishop; and State
Police Investigators Frank Mitchell,
Dale Swesey and Bill Reid.

" Hardin said prior to'the opening
session of the grand jury that as
many as 100 persons may be. testi- .
fying. ‘“We're encouraging anybody
who thinks they know something to
_come forward and make_known their .
“desire to testify before the grand

jury.”






