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witness, testified Thursday
against Cox.

T h o ugh Tyler  sa id  he 
couldn't remember any dates 
or times, he testified before 
Judge John Cole that Cox had 
driven him past Adams' home 
_and McCastlain's home, and 
discussed with him the best 
way to kill both people. 

"He said [McCastlain] has a 
servant, and the best way is to 
hold the servant and tie her up 
and do Lona when she comes 
in," Tyler said. 

Tyler said Cox also asked 
him to burn down McCastlain's 
home and the Lonoke County 
C o u r t h o u se ,  to  d e s t r o y  
documents relating to the case. 
He said he never planned to go 
through with the plan and told 
an FBI  agent in Dallas about 
Cox's request to have him kill 
people. 

Under questioning, Tyler 
couldn't name the date of that 
encounter, nor could he name 
the agent. 

. While questioning Tyler, 
John Wesley Hall, an attorney 
for Cox, asked him how many 
times he had been solicited to 
commit murder in his life. 

"Probably four or five," 
Tyler said. 

j 
"You ever do any of them?" 

Hall asked. 
Tyler declined to answer. 
"You are on the stand, 

telling a story about Bobby Cox 
threatening to kill someone, 
I've got a right ... " Hall began 
to say. 

"You got a right to kiss my 
ass," Tyler said. 

After conferring with an 
attorney, whom Cole appointed 
on a temporary basis to provide 
legal advice, Tyler said he would 
not answer questions about 
any slayings he might have 
committed based on his Fifth 
Amendment constitutional 
right not to  inc riminate 
himself. 

Stepping off the witness 
stand, the tall, burly Tyler 
- who is bald and sported a
bushy white mustache - flung
a leather Harley-Davidson
jacket over his shoulder, looked
at Cox and said to him, "Don't
look at me hard, Bobby, that
s*** ain't go_ing !� ��rk.:•

McCastlain tolct Cole that she 
wanted Tyler to testify before 
the jury about two matters: the-
alleged death threat against a 
prosecution witness and an 
allegation that Tyler, Cox and 
Larry Norwood - another bail 
bondsman facing a later trial 
- had asked Conway police to
arrest Adams so he would be
unavailable to testify.

"Both of those are certainly 
relevant," McCastlain said. "It 
certainly goes to guilt, and it is 
permissible." 

Hall argued that Tyler's 
refu s a l  t o  a ns w e r  a n y  
questions about other murder 
solicitations denied his client, 
Cox, the right to confront his 
accuser as established by the 
Sixth Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. 

"If Mr. Tyler takes the stand, 
this is almost a certain mistrial," 
Hall said. 

Patrick Benca, an attorney 
for Jay Campbell, said that if 
Tyler were �lloyved to testify, 
his client should be granted a 
separate trial. 

"[With the Campbells] we 
are talking about possession 
of prescription drugs, and 
illicit sex," Benca said. "Now 
all the sudden we are talking 
about issues relating to the 
killing of a witness in this 
case, and potentially killing a 
prosecutor in this case, as well 
as burning down a courthouse 
- judge, you have got to be
kidding me. This is extremely 
prejudicial." 

Mark Hampton, an attorney 
for Kelly Campbell, said he 
would want a separate trial for 
her because Tyler was a former 
client. 

As such, Hampton said, 
he might be called to testify 
to rebut allegations made by 
Tyler. 

Hall said what happened 
with Tyler on Friday was what 
all the defense attorneys had 
warned about in their previous 
requests for separate trials. 

"This is the train wreck we 
were talking about back when 

· we had pretrial hearings," Hall
said.

After hear ing  Tyle r's
testimony and the attorneys'
subsequent requests, Cole
ordered a recess until 1 p.m.
When court resumed, again
with the jury not present, Hall
asked for a mistrial. He argued
that, because jurors were
not sequestered, they were
likely to hear_ about Tyler's

allegations, given extensive 
media coverage of the trial. 
Cole denied that motion, saying 
it was premature. (The judge 
has previously instructed the 
jury not to read, watch or listen 
to any press coverage of the 
case.) 

Cole said he would decide 
on the requests for separate 
trials later, specifically when 
McCastlain tries to call Tyler 
as a witness in the case. 

McCastlain asked to proceed 
with the trial, reserving her 
right to call Tyler. 

Cole agreed, the jury was 
summoned and trial testimony 
resumed. 

Mike Bush, a former Lonoke 
police officer_ who had been 
assigned to a Drug Enforcement 
Administration task force, 
testified that he had spoken 
with Adams about allegations 
that Cox and Jay Campbell 
had recruited Adams to cook 
and plant drugs on someone in 
hopes that person would turn • 
in a fugitive who had jumped 
a substantial bond posted by 
Cox. 

Bush said he informed his , 
supervisor at the DEA, as 
well as former Lonoke Police 
Department captain, Sean 
O'Nale, who was his direct 
supervisor at the time. 

T h r e e  s t a t e  C r i m e  
Laboratory examiners testified 
about a methamphetamine lab 
seized by the Lonoke County 
sheriff's office. 

One examiner told the jury 
he had found a fingerprint 
belonging to Adams and a 
second examiner said he found 
methamphetamine residue on 
the lab components. 

Lloyd Crews, a convicted 
felon, who has served time 
on a murder charge and is on 
probation on drug charges, 
testified that Bobby Cox and 
Larry Norwood beat him up 
at a North Little Rock motel 
while they were searching for 
his sons, who had jumped bail 
held by the two bondsmen. 

Also Friday, a juror was 
dismissed after he spoke to 
the judge about seeing Jay 
Campbell talking with a woman 
in a parking lot outside the 
Cabot District Court room. 

The juror said he believed 
the woman had a "bugging 
device" in her purse and was 
concerned enough that he told 
the bailiff and then !h� judg�--

The juror told Cole he could 
still be impartial, but defense 
attorneys argued that the 
perceived misconduct would 
be in his mind and asked that 
he be dismissed. Cole agreed, 
and one of the four alternates 
- who have heard all the trial
testimony - was chosen to
become an active member of 
the jury. 

Testimony is scheduled to 
resume at 9 a.m. Monday in 
Cabot District Court, where the 
Lonoke County Circuit Court 
trial is being held to avoid tying, 
up a circuit courtroom for an 
extended period. 

The first page of this article 
is missing, we are looking 
for it.
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